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For The Sailors’ Magazine. 


“THERE GO THE SHIPS.” 


Psalm civ: 26. 


l« There go the ships,” the ships of search, 


/ Far out upon the trackless sea. 

‘The Indian in his boat of birch, 

| When he beheld Columbus’ fleet, 
Did as a living creature greet 

| Those things that seemed to him to 

be 
Hair birds of paradise, whose sails 
Were wings to catch the favoring gales. 


“ There go the ships,” till winter’s breath 
_ The icebergs piled to block their way, 
Chey found the track that led to death; 
Not India’s Isle, tho’ fancy’s dream 
Had made a Paradise to seem. 

Bat spectral night that knew no day, 
Antombed in ice till years had flown; 
Their fate by later voyageurs known. 


‘There go the ships,” till ocean lay 
As infant on its mother’s breast 
When tired with its childish play; 
The mother’s face with eyes of love, 
As azure sky their ships above, 
Pacific named this sea of rest; 
\nd when the night its curtains drew, 
The Southern cross flashed on'their view. 


“‘There go the ships,” those ships that 
found 
This world to be a wondrous thing; 
Not fixed, but free; not flat, but round; 
A voyageur in God’s vast domain, 
Where order doth eternal reign; 
Thus North and South did tribute bring 
To Hast and West, till time and space 
No longer could divide Earth’s race. 


‘‘There go the ships,” the ships of trade; 
The gold and silver gleaming bright, 
The pearl and diamond, lent their aid 
To draw the sailor by that spell, 
That when it on a mortal fell, 
Made love to wither with its blight, 
The love of home and native land, 
If only wealth men could command. 


Yet trade within its proper sphere, 
All energies of mind unite; 
And men into the Unknown steer 
To find a path o’er trackless seas, 
By sacrifice of self or ease, 
To conquer Nature by the might 
Invention wields; make wood or steel, 
For man, to think and act and feel. 
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‘¢There go the ships,” the ships of. war, 
Decked, as a maid, with bunting bright; 
Yet dreadful with the cannon’s roar 
When, as storm clouds together meet, 
Those monsters one another greet 
And grapple in the throes of fight. 
Thus England’s ‘‘ hearts of oak” have 
stirred ; 
Around the world her drum beat heard, 


America, old England’s child, 
Has followed in her mother’s way; 
And giant oaks, on which have smiled 
New England’s sun, her tempests 
fought, 


OUR SAILORS OF DEER ISLE. 


The builders laid Columbia’s keel with zealous hope and pride; 

And careful hands toiled patiently to mold her graceful side; 

And every curve and every swell and every sweeping line 

Bespeaks the yachtsman’s earnest art and triumph of design. 

And they who wrought the masts of steel and they who sewed the sails 
That stretch aloft—white, pleading hands, to clutch the favoring gales— 
They all have given hearts and hands with patriotic zeal, 

And there she sways, the Nation’s pride, from pennant down to keel. 
And unto all who gave her strength and symmetry and speed 

We pay the tribute from the joy that watched her keep the lead. 

And yet despite the builders’ skill we know that art were vain 
Without the nimble heels and hands of those browned sons of Maine, 
And while we bask triumphantly in Uncle Samuel’s smile 

We know who really won the race—the sailors of Deer Isle. 


Sir Thomas has a gallant crew, a canny crew has he, 

As bold and brisk a set of lads as ever went to sea; 

But on this queer old coast of Maine the sailormen we breed 
Fulfill the motto of the State and make their plans to lead. 
For he whose craft bas sluggish heels is tardy with the trawl; 
And woe to him who cometh late to market with his haul! 
So every day the race is on from York to Quoddy Head, 

And every day to cattish squalls the little sails are spread. 
For, swirling past this jagged coast the wind’s a fickle girl, 
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Into the ‘‘ Constitution ” wrought; 
Upon the sea her sceptre lay. 
To steel have changed our ‘‘ hearts 
oak; ” 
With burning breath to action woke, 


‘‘There go the ships,” the ships of love; ; 
Christ’s glorious gospel to proclaim; 
That all mankind may forward move 
In harmony to that grand day 

When war and greed shall pass away: 
And love men’s fiercest passions tame, 
‘¢There go the ships;” so shall it be, _ 
Till God declares ‘‘ There’s no more sea,” 
Rev. Joun E, Hurnsvr. 


With here a sigh and there a shriek, and here a coquette’s whirl. 


And he who watches all her moods, anticipates her whims, 
Is pretty apt to coax the speed from anything that swims. 
And we in Maine who know the men place credit where it’s due— 
Here’s hail Columbia three times three, and twice that for the crew, 
: And if the news from Sandy Hook provokes a cheerful smile, 
Remember those who do the trick—the sailors of Deer Isle. 
Homan F, Day, in Lewiston Journal, 
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EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS. 


* ATTENTION is called to a condensed statement in this Magazine of 
the contents of the Highty-first Annual Report of the New York Port 
society. On November 5 its anniversary exercises were held in the 
Mirst Collegiate Church of Harlem and addresses were made by Dr. 


f 


({ELMENDORF and Mr, TILTON, the pastors of the church, by Mr. W. 
id. H. Moors, the Society’s president, and by the Rey. SAMUEL 
(Bout, the pastor of the Mariners’ Church. Sailors sang hymns in 
she Hawaiian, Swedish, Spanish and English languages, and the 
ichurch choir added much to the music of the occasion. A goodly 
faumber of the directors of the Society were present, and the service 
jwas interesting. More interesting still was the object lesson presented - 
‘by the presence of naval and merchant seamen of many nationalities 
jand several colors, one in Christ; a fine picture of the unity of the 
ichurch which floats on the water, the stability of which is in the hearts 
ithat cling to its great Head. 

| Mr. TaLBoT OLYPHANT, 21 Cortlandt Street, is the treasurer of 
ithis Society, which needs money to pay off debts and to enlarge its 
twork. No one can visit its missions or read its reports without being 
iconvinced of the value of its work and being tempted to aid it. The 
trouble is that in this city so few visit its missions and read its reports. 
'Go to 46 Catherine Street, and to the corner of Washington and 
Charlton Streets, and see for yourself, and think, pray and give. 


To show the kind of work for seamen carried on at the Seamen’s 
branch of the Legal Aid Society the following statistics are cited: 99 
‘cases involving wages; 7, assault; 8, discharge from the Navy; 7, 
extra pay in the Navy ; 3, prize money; 4, pension papers; 23, deten- 
tion of personal property ; 6, drawing of legal papers; 13%, consulta- 
tions; 2, salvage ; 3, personal injury. 

The attorney in September appeared six times at the British Con- 
sul’s office to procure the discharge of seamen and to obtain hospital 
fees or money for them, and they obtained their demands in five 
cases. In the sixth case a libel was filed and then the claim was paid. 
He appeared for a seaman in a Magistrate’s Court and procured his 
discharge ; for another, the complaint against whom was withdrawn. 
He caused the arrest of two men for assault; one was fined. He ap- 
peared in the Municipal Court three times in an aetion brought by a 
sailor and then discovered that the plaintiff had been spirited away— 
to the China seas. He obtained wages for ten seamen charged, with 
desertion. He secured a decision from the,U. S. Shipping Commis- 
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sioner for a sailor who wanted damages for a broken contract. He 
started an action in the U. S. Circuit Court to recover a seaman’s 
clothing, and recovered it without going to trial. Well done! 


Tur SEAMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION has been spending a week 
of praise and thanksgiving on entering its new premises at 399 West 
Street, New York. The Rev. Drs. J. J. REED, J. F. STEEN, HENRY 
Witson, H. M. Sanpers, W. OC. Srirr, Grorce P. Eckman, and 
the Revs. M. F. Lurner, G. S. Avery, A. R. MANSFIELD, M. &. 
LITTLEFIELD, W. VAUGHAN and M. WILLIAMs, and Messrs. R. H. RicH- 
ARDS, O. H. Knox, together with good choirs and solo singers, took 
part in the services, which were attended by sailors from the contig-- 
uous steamship lines and by many men and women interested in the 
Association’s work. Some idea of the growth of this work may be 
gotten from the statement that during August, September and Octo- 
ber the attendance has been 9,635, of which 8,847 were seamen ; the: 
men shipped numbered 232; 433 meals were given and 132 seamen 
were lodged ; 170 sailors took the temperance pledge ; and over $1,000 
was sent home to their families. Of the men shipped not one paid a 
penny for the chance, and the ability to get men through this mission 
who do not pay blood money is highly appreciated by the White Star 
and other lines. The Board of Managers may well be congratulated 
on the effective work of Miss Emma M. Banas, the Secretary, and on 
the enthusiastic and aggressive ministry of their missionary, Mr, 
STAFFORD WRIGHT. 


Mr. Wu. H. WeExs was born on June 19, 1816, and died on Octo- 
ber 30, 1899. A prominent ship builder for thirty years, Mr. WEBB. 
founded and endowed the Webb Academy and Home for Ship Build- 
ers, designed for free instruction in marine engineering and naval 
architecture and to be a home for old and infirm ship builders. His 
name and fame will long survive. 


Loan Lisprariges. The master of the brigantine LZ. G. Crosby) 
writes of No. 5,297, (sent out in 1876) : 

I should be pleased to have my library exchanged. I always like to have one aboard, 
as it furnishes the crew with good wholesome reading which they always avail them-| 
selves of. 

The master of the schooner Mabel Hooper writes of No. 9,80 : 


It has been on board a number of months and read by different members of the’ 
crew. We consider it a good cause and thank the association. 
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! The captain of the brig Curacao writes of No. 10,029: 


It is returned with many thanks; the crew have had the use of the books and 
gassed away many hours, I hope, with profit to themselves and made them better 
nen, It gets them interested when in port—don’t go ashore so often. I have also 
ad them myself with profit. 


[ 
F The keeper of the Mosquito Lagoon, House of Refuge, U. S. L. 8. 
3., writes of No. 10,153 : 


} 
t 
2, 
4 
‘ 


— 


) I am glad that I can say it is in first-class condition and has been read and re-read 
Dy the members of my station and others, I was very much surprised to note how 
gong I have had this library and my humble apology is due you for the delay in 
Returning it to you. I am sending it out to-day by Florida East Coast Railway and 
Vlyde Steamship Co., packed in good shape and freight prepaid from Oak Hill to 
Wacksonville on the railroad, the Steamship Co., I believe, carry it free of charge the 
Spalance of the distance. I should like to have another library, but keeping this so 
j.ong I feel more or less hesitancy in asking for it, so will ask you to use your own 
jjudgment in sending it. [It was,sent]. 


The master of the brig Carib writes of No. 10,285: 


On my last voyage I wrote you concerning library No. 10,285, but I liked some of 
ithe books so well that I carried it to sea for another voyage. I loaned the books to 
imany people besides the crew, and [| think, or rather I know that two books are 
missing, for which I will pay. I know of one man, a Spaniard, who was deeply in- 
‘terested in several of the best books in the library; he was a passenger; he wanted 
to buy one book for his daughter; he was deeply affected and I saw it was not a time 
‘to take money, so gave him the book. It is my custom at sea on the first opportun- 
‘ity to speak a few words to each, ask them about mother, &c., and get them to think- 
ing; then I ask them if they would like a good book to read and by and by they 
icome every few days for another book, bringing the old nice and clean, for that is 
ithe condition, that the books must be kept clean. 


_ The captain of jthe Monmouth Beach Life Saving Station writes of 
‘No. 10,335: 


We feel very grateful for your kindness in Jetting the library remain at this Sta- 

tion. Owing to the number of books we have received from our kind cottagers at 
‘Monmouth Beach and Low Moor we have been well supplied with reading matter 
and have not started in on the library as we should, but we are anticipating through 
the lonely hours this winter to read the greater part of the books. On looking over 
them we feel assured they will be very interesting and instructive. I must say while 
the Spanish war was going on we learned a great deal about geography by having 
one in your library. Every time we would read in the newspapers about the Spanish 
fieet and the location also of our fleet we would always refer to the geography. You 
would be surprised to know how much we learned; it was a pleasure to us to have 
the geography to refer to when the battle-ship Oregon made her long trip around 
via Cape Horn, and the different stops she made in South America, The condition 
of the library is good. 


The master of the brig Atrato writes of No. 10,363 : 
Will you please exchange library? Many thanks for your excellent books; they 
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have been much appreciated by myself and crew, wishing you every success in you: 
noble work. 

The master of the bark Holliswood writes of No. 10,449: 

I should like to have our library changed, as the present one has been read through 
and through with much interest. My family, officers and crew all enjoy the books 

The captain of the ship 8. D. Carleton writes of No. 10,506 : 


We take pleasure in saying that it has been read by three crews with evident i in: 
terest, and have no doubt they have received much benefit and information there 
from. With thanks. 


THE CONFERENCE OF SAILOR WORKERS IN BOSTON, 


On October 24, the night before the formal opening of the Confer- 
ence, a banquet was given at the American House by the Boston So 
cieties devoted to sailor work. ‘The large dining hall was festoonec 
with flags and filled with a company of men and women whose names 
had long been familiar to each other, and who were happy to meet im 
the flesh. After the dinner a genial welcome in the name of Boston 
was given to the delegates by Mr. Samuel Usher, who called out the 
Revs. F. B. Allen, W. C. Stitt, Geo. W. McLaughlin and H. A 
Bridgeman. 

The following names were entered on the registry of delegates : 
Mrs. P. H. Hills, of the Newburyport Bethel Society ; Mr. Merritt, ai 
son of the Rev. J. B. Merritt, of the Norfolk, Va., Seamen’s Friend 
Society ; Chas. H. Moseley, Portland, Me.; Rev. and Mrs. EH. C. 
Charlton, of the Fishermen’s Institute, Gloucester, Mass.; Mr. andi 
Mrs. D. W. McLeod and S. L. Gorbell, St. John’s, N. B.; Mr. andi 
Mrs. Roper, Westford, Mass.; Robert Rein, of the C. E. ” Seameui 
Bethel Society ; the Revs. W. © Stitt, G. B. Cutler and Capt. Wm.. 
Dollar, of the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SocrEry ; the Rev. Sam- 
uel Boult, Mrs. Jane Cassera, R. W. McKee and Mr. and Mrs. H. C.. 
Fuller, of the Port Society ; Stafford Wright, Miss E. M. Bangs andi 
Mrs. W. W. Walker, of the Seamen’s Christian Association ; the Rev.., 
A. R. Mansfield, and J. Augustus Johnson, of the P. E. Church Mis- 
sionary Society for Seamen; W. B. Millar and F. L. Smith, of thet 
Naval Y. M. C. A., all of New York; the Rev. G. H. Sheip, of the 
Mariners’ Baptist Bethel, Miss Jeannette O. Springs, the Rev. H. F. 
Lee, Miss A. J. Cornell, R. Simonson and Miss Alice Cox, of the Mar-| 
iners’ Church ; the Rev. G. O. Gassner, of the Church of the Redeem: 
er, and the Rev. G. W. Maclaughlin, of the Pennsylvania Seamen’s} 
Friend Society, all of Philadelphia; Mr. and Mrs. Madison Edwards 
and L, 'T. Norton, of Vineyard Haven, Mass.; Mrs. Susan N. Brown 
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Ynd F. E. Pettingell, Newburyport, Mass.; Mr. E. P. Fickett, Port- 
Jand, Maine; Miss Lucy A. Very and J. F. Pitman, Salem, Mass.; 
he Misses E. C. Wright and Annie Hammer, of the Woman’s Ags 
ery, Baltimore; James Sherrard, of the Port Society, New Orleans ; 
Mrs. H. P. iitaclantosh: of the Bethel Society, Newburyport, Mass. ; 
ifrs. S. J. Parker and Mrs. R. H. Cowles, of the Missionary Union, 
Wallingford, Conn.; the Rev. J. D. Jones and Miss Ella Jones, of 
the Floating Bethel, Cleveland, Ohio; Mrs. C. S. Winchell, Mrs. L. 
iJowles and the Rev. J. O. Bergh, of the Woman’s Seamen’s Friend So- 
biety, of New Haven, Conn.; Miss A. P. Jones, of the Floating O. E., 
Falmouth, Mass.; Mr. G. Ober, of the Port Mission, Baltimore; Mr. 
J. Ritchie Bell, Montreal Canada; Commander A. V. Wadhams, U. 
S. N., and Chaplains D. H. Tribou and Geo. A. Crawford, U.S. N. 

De ctonal services were held at the beginning of each session, 
(morning and afternoon. Addresses on specified topics were made by 
ithe Revs. Geo. A. Crawford, G. W. McLaughlin, W. C. Stitt, A. R. 
Mansfield, Samuel Boult, J. D. Jones, E. C. Charlton, and Messrs, 
J. Augustus Johnson and J. Ritchie Bell. Discussions of these topics 
‘were free and frank, so that the mind of the Conference was made 
|known in regard to such questions as the shipping of seamen ; legal 
aid to redress their wrongs; Sailors’ Homes ; the relation of amuse- 
/ments and recreations to mission work; the W. C. T. U., the Y. M. 
C. A. and the Y. P. S. C. E. in the navy and marine; the change of 
methods in reaching seamen suggested by the changes in the merchant 
-service, especially the change from sails to steam ; the sailor’s environ- 
‘ment; the Christian sailor as a factor in eradoclicainunt the work 
for cattlemen on steamers, and other related questions. Most of the 
workers among seamen were heard in regard to their own fields of 
‘labor, their trials and triumphs; and these reports from many mis- 
sions were like the testimonies of Christian experience, interesting 
and profitable. 

The following resolutions were passed: Resolved, that it is the sense 
of this Conference that seamen’s missions should be established in 
every port where they do not exist, and that a Joint-Conference of 
workers be organized where missions do exist, and that a central com- 
mittee be formed to promote such local organizations, with branches 
of the Legal Aid Society in the principal ports. 

[In virtue of this resolution an advisory council was appointed to 
aid: the central committee. Of the central committee J. Augustus 
Johnson was made chairman, the Rev. Geo. W. Maclaughlin, vice- 
chairman, and the Rev. A. R. Mansfield, secretary]. 

Resolved, that the editor of the Mariners’s Advocate be requested 


t 
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to compile a directory of the Seamen’s Missions and Homes in Amer- 
ica, and publish the same in his paper. 


Resolved, that this Conference offers its warmest thanks to the So-4 


cieties in Boston, working for seamen, for their loving care and abund- 
ant hospitality, and assures them that it will long remember the 
delightful experiences it has had with its Boston co-workers in the 
sailor cause. It adds it cordial thanks to the First Baptist, Trinity 


and Old South Churches for the use of their edifices for public i. 


vices. 
Resolutions were passed favoring the restoration of the Ament 
merchant marine, greeting all the Pacfic coast and other missions not 


represented at the Conference, thanking chaplain Tribou and other 
naval officers for courtesies in connection with an excursion to the: 


Navy Yard. 
Two of the three meetings in the churches were very largely aff 


tended. At the First Baptist Church the Rev. A. S. Burroughs: 


presided, and addresses were made by the Rev. EH. D. Burr, D.D., 


and Commander A. V. Wadhams, U.S. N. At Trinity Church the 


Rt. Rev. Wm. Lawrence, Bishop of Massachusetts, presided, and ad- 
dresses were made by Drs. W. S. Rainsford, E. Winchester Donald, 
W. ©. Stitt and Commander Selfridge, U.S. N. At the Old South 
Capt. S. 8. Nickerson presided, and addresses were made by the Rev. 
Geo. A. Gordon, D.D., President C. W. Eliot, LL.D., and Chaplain 
R. R. Hoes, U.S. N. At the Old South a large number of mer- 
chant seamen were present, and a chorus choir of more than a hun- 
dred mixed voices, led by Miss G. F. Perry, choir master of the Boston. 
Seamen’s Friend Society chapel, sang in beautiful style an appro- 


priate anthem. Too much praise to the Conference Committee in 


Boston, East Boston and Charlestown cannot be given for labors: 
connected with the entertainment of the delegates, with the conduct. 
of the Conference debates, and especially with the church services: 
above referred to; nor can less praise be given to the ladies of the 
Boston Seamen’s Friend Society’s chapel, of St. Mary’s Church for 
Sailors, Hast Boston, the Sailors’ Haven, Charlestown, the Boston, 
Port and Seaman’s Aid Society, for dinners and suppers ample for 


the keenest appetite and promotive of the good humor that aids diges- 


tiun, On all sides were heard the compliments that these fair women. 
richly deserved. Capt. S. S. Nickerson, the Revs. W. T. Crocker, G. 
L, Small, A. 8S. Gilbert, F. B. Allen, D. H. Tribou, A. S. Burroughs, 
and Messrs. S. H. King, Samuel Usher and John A. Bennett, organ-. 
izers of the Conference and bearers of its burdens, have the admiring 
appreciation of all who enjoyed its sessions. 
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) It was resolved to hold another Conference in October, 1901, in the 
lity of New York, the arrangements for which were referred to the 
Selegates from New York City. 

4 The good done by this gathering of men and women who are in 
eneral isolated and working in out-of-the-way neighborhoods of mar- 
utime cities, is not yet to be measured. They were glad to see each other, 
90 exchange views, to give and receive instruction on the principles and 
inethods of the common work, to feel more freshly that they were a 
jorps in the Lord’s army, to see-its enemies more clearly and to make a 
etter line of battle for future fighting. It was a good thing to attract 
the notice of the Boston press, (which gave ample reports and received 
the hearty thanks of the Conference for them), and of the Boston 
mublic, which at the church meetings seemed deeply interested in sailor 
york. The good yet to be done in subsequent Conferences on the 
Atlantic and Pacific coasts must be dated in the Boston Conference, 
if not in the smaller but not unimportant Conference in Gloucester in 
(898. Sailor workers must get together, assert not themselves but 
“heir cause, and try to lessen the vast bulk of almost solid indifference 
so the men of the sea, their legal, industrial, social and religious con- 
lition. 

_ The thanks of this Magazine are due to Messrs, C. T. Hempstead 
amd A. C. Kendall, of the N. Y. N. H. and Hartford Railroad, for a 
enerous reduction in the fare between New York and Boston. 


For The Sailors’ Magazine. 
THE SAILORS’ ENVIRONMENT. 


AN ADDRESS AT THE BOSTON CONFERENCE BY THE REY. A. R. 
| MANSFIELD. 


As a representative of the Prot- 
stant Episcopal Church Mission- 
ary Society for Seamen in the City 
and Port of New York, I have to 
speak on the subject ‘‘ The Sailors’ 
Hnvironment,” and although en- 
aged not quite four years in sailor 
work, yet in this short time from 
axxcellent opportunities afforded 
me, I think I have become as fully 
ware as any one of the burning 
1ecessity for greater vigilance and 
more thoughtful endeavor to in- 
ure the improvement of a class 
»f men on whom depend the pros- 


perity and honor of every mari- 
time nation. 

The British nation which has 
taken the best care of its seamen 
has to-day the greatest merchant 
marine in the world, while the 
American nation has allowed her 
merchant marine to fall into de- 
cay and has consequently seen her 
seamen disappear with her com- 
merce, and what have we left? 

If it be considered, as it reason- 
ably may, that the way to a better 
ocean commerce lies fully as much 
in manning our merchant navy 


362 


with intelligent and temperate 
men as in the building of vessels, 
the importance of attention to the 
condition and influences which 
surround sailors on land will be 
appreciated. The state of affairs 
in connection with seamen in our 
ports is a disgrace to a country 
calling itself progressive and civ- 
ilized, and only those who are in 
close touch with shipping inter- 
ests, or who are well informed, 
know what tyranny exists. 

If philanthropists desire to learn 
of opportunities for good work, 
let the chaplains and missionaries 
to seamen testify. Most of the 
practical knowledge of this world 
is gained either by observation or 
by experience. By closely observ- 
ing all the conditions, watching 
the actions of the shipowners, the 
crimp and the sailor, by personal 
experience, it has been possible 
for me to gain the following in- 
formation concerning the sailors’ 
environment in the city and port 
of New York, which differs from 
every other port only in that it is 
worse, aS we are constantly re- 
minded by the seamen with whom 
we are brought in contact. 

To begin at the beginning, when 
a ship arrives, has been made fast 
to the wharf, or anchored down 
the bay, the runners for those worst 
of men, the boarding house mas- 
ters, board her, in some cases with 
the owners’ or agents’ permission, 
and demand the sailor to tell 
where he intends to board, and 
with bottles of ram to induce him, 
by misrepresentation, by flattery, 
by threats, they try to secure him, 
and if these fail, and a ready and 
satisfactory answer is not given, I 
know for a fact in many cases 
he receives an unexpected blow, 
Niet nearly or altogether stuns 

im. 


Perhaps before the ship is fairly 
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moored he is enticed ashore and 
taken to a miserable place called a 
sailors’ boarding house, surround: - 
ed by saloons and evil resorts of 
all kinds, to allure and drag him 
down. Would that I might be 
more specific! 

Too strong language cannot be 
used to describe and condemn most 
of these sailor houses and resorts. . 
The sailor’s stay in port may bea 
week, a month or longer according 
to the amount of wages due to: 
him, but his treatment will be the 
same as long as his money lasts, 
and when it has gone he will as 
surely be cast adrift. 

You know the old story: how 
the boarding house keeper makes 
a trifling advance of money, and 
what is worse of credit, when the 
sailor lands, because a number of 
days elapse before the shipowners 
pay off their crews, and ‘‘ Jack,” 
who, because he has been drunk 
and stupid, does not know what 
has occurred, when he is paid off 
is presented with a heavy bill for 
money advanced, for credit given 
by the liquor saloons, by the abom- 
inable tobacco place which acts 
as a blind to so much evil, by the 
clothing places, for the express- 
man, for the runner, for food and 
lodging. If the bill represents a . 
larger amount than the wages, the 
sailor is shipped off at once, an al- 
lotment note is given to the board- 
ing house keeper (which system, 
by the way, has been the cause of 
the greatest abuses, the one great | 
cause of the deterioration of sea- | 
men), who declares the sum is ow-: 
ing him for board and clothing, 
and the sailors back him up, 
knowing full well that it is a false 
statement. Then he provides the 
sailor with what he sees fit. 

I have been present at the sign-| 
ing on of several crews. Every 
seaman was asked by the deputy 


fommissioner who supervised the 
‘ngagement of the crew, whether 
ie owed all the money specified in 
she note for board and clothing, 
find all invariably answered yes. 

1 I believe and know that sailors 
‘“hemselves are to a certain extent 
to blame for this condition of 
ithings. If they willingly submit 
so such treatment they must ex- 
Mpect it. For all his money ‘‘ Jack” 
jgets poor board, very much ill- 
ttreated, little clothing, a great 
ideal of bad whiskey, and the re- 
lsult is he sails away poor, returns 
ypoor, year in and year out, while 
jthe crimps by extortionate and un- 
reasonable charges and by robbing 
shave grown and are growing rich, 
and have become most powerful. 
‘They practically control and rule 
ithe port of New York despite all 
lefforts—shipowners, captains, sail- 
‘ors, all. Poor sailors, (I was al- 
Imost about to say poor fools), they 
fall an easy prey to their enemies. 
How often do we sailor workers 
have occasion to say ‘‘ Jack is his 
jown worst enemy.” ‘True, when 
‘he comes ashore released after a 
long voyage from the discipline of 
the ship, for reasons, he goes to 
the lowest dissipation. I for one 
have abundant charity, but it 
‘makes me heart-sick when our good 
people, because they are sailors, 
jJook upon them with loving indul- 
gence. When in books we read, 


and in good jolly sailor songs hear. 


sung the experiences of a sailor’s 
life ashore, it ought to make our 
hearts ache, we who know how 
false the impression made, how 
inevitable misery and want follow 
debauchery and excess. It is bad 
enough that ‘“‘Jack” should be 
treated as has been described, but 
that which is of most vital im- 

ortance and the saddest feature 
of it all, is the fact that sailors in 
gailor towns and within and about 
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the houses of such men are far re- 
moved from every agency of phy- 
sical and spiritual good, and that 
with every successive voyage they 
become less able to perform their 
duties, and to be the men when 
life and treasure depend upon their 
courage; and further too they lose 
ambition, and fall far behind in 
understanding the many scientific 
discoveries which tend to simplify 
navigation. 

Mr. J. K. Paulding in his ex- 
cellent book, ‘* What shall be done 
for our sailors?” says ‘‘ In writing 
of the evils to which sailors are 
subject to-day, it is most dis- 
couraging to note that these same 
evils are of long continued exist- 
ence, but that they have been long 
recognized as evils, and yet the ef- 
forts to cope with them have hith- 
erto proved unavailing.” ‘The 
wrongs of the seamen” is indeed 
a theme that has been handed 
down to us from days that pre- 
ceded the great periods of Greece 
and Rome, and in some respects 
the seaman of to-day still suffers 
from the prejudice that branded 
him as a slave, and the suspicion 
that grew out of such a condition. 
Thanks to the efforts of Mr. Plim- 
soll in England, and of other 
statesmen in the civilized parts of 
the world, many of these wrongs 
have been righted, while others are 
still awaiting redress. Among the 
latter a large proportion find illus- 
tration in the annals of our own 
merchant marine, and continue to 
exist, in some cases under the pro- 
tection of our laws, in others in 
defiance of them. 

I have not portrayed the bad 
conditions of the sailor as vividly 
as might be, as some of you who 
know can testify. Do not think 
however that in giving you this 
side of the picture, that there is 
not also the other—for it is far 
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from my intention to imply that 
nothing has been done and is be- 
ing accomplished to offset this 
awful state of things and to im- 

rove the sailors’ environment 
Poth on land and sea, or that no 
agencies are working to secure 
those improvements so desirable 
and imperative. We are here to 
listen to and learn of each other, 
of the great and magnificent efforts 
made for seamen, and to be stim- 
ulated and encouraged thereby, 
and to arouse the public to the 
legal, social, moral and religious 
needs of seamen. And this let me 
assure you is a hard, very hard 
thing todo. It is almost impossi- 
ble to awaken Christian, charitable 
people to the fact that the men of 
the sea are not irreclaimable. It 
is difficult to quicken benevolence 
in behalf of sailors’ missions, those 
agencies which are doing as naught 
else to change and improve the 
sailors’ environment. 

We have seen how seamen are 
dealt with on their arrival in port, 
how they are ill-treated during 
their stay, and how they misuse 
themselves, and have just touched 
on the manner in which they are 
shipped. Let me say one word 
further on this subject of shipping 
sailors. This is the question of 
the hour and of burning interest 
to us in New York, and one that 
workers in behalf of sailors must 
meet and face with determination, 
believing that our object can and 
will be accomplished if we fear- 
lessly, without faltering, fight the 
sailors’ enemies to the bitter end. 
I say Amen to a remark made by 
a sailor worker many years ago, 
“¢ We must needs improve the sail- 
or’s physical condition before ex- 
horting him to a spiritual life.” 
This fact is very much overlooked 
in attempts made in ‘ Jack’s” 
behalf, and many say hopelessly 
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and discouragingly, efforts for the 
improvement of the sailors’ condi-: 
tions in this or that direction 
must prove futile. 
From our experience in New 
York I say no, for we accomplish- 
ed some of those very things, . 
things of which we never dreamt. 
The honest and fair shipping of’ 
men is the question of the hour, 
and although the amendment to: 
the laws which went into effect 
last February has done something 
towards mitigating the many evils 
clustering around this part of the: 
sailor’s life, yet most remains to| 
be done. 
The cause of these evils the 
public does not understand, which 
evils shipowners and captains 
could do much to prevent by their 
own efforts if they chose. Some- 
one has said, and I believe it, that 
every honorable owner and worthy 
captain detests the whole business 
and only yields to the seeming in- 
evitable, and will right heartily 
welcome any determined effort to 
take this whole business out of 
the clutches of rapacity and vio- 
lence and place it on the same 
plane with other honorable occu- 
pations and commercial pursuits. 
Believing this, we in New York 
have been and are making strenu- » 
ous efforts to interest these men 
and secure their aid in helping to 
solve these problems before us. 
We have obtained the help of a, 
few owners and captains, and the 
support of U. 8. Shipping Com- 
missioner Dickey, whose praises 
cannot be sung too loud. 
This is the situation in most 
ports, especially New York, as I 
understand it. Sailors are gre- 
garious, they live in parts of the 
port not reputable, where they 
spend their savings rapidly, and 
then they must go to sea again. 
Now when a sailor wants a ship 


je applies not to the owner or 
Japtain but to a shipping master, 
i agent who undertakes to secure 
¥ crew for a ship without trouble 
i the owner or the captain. It 
the shipping master who en- 
yages the seamen, selects them, 
‘ays them their ‘‘ advance ” or al- 
®tment, and holds them in hand 
intil the ship is ready to sail. It 
3 the sailor boarding house keep- 
"yr who deals with the shipping 
jaaster, supplies him with men 
Ind receives the greater part of 
the advance money. The owner 
floes not see the crew on whom 
ilepends in a large measure the 
safety of his ship, and the captain 
Joes not as arule see them until 
shey come aboard just before sail- 
ng. Suppose they come aboard 
runk, as almost invariably they 
Jo; suppose a large part of them 
are incompetent, and others of 
them diseased ? Itistoolate. I 
wish I might recount to you facts; 
suffice it to say that with such 
‘opportunities the greatest wrongs 
hhave been committed and are still 
perpetrated in the shipping of 
men. 

. Do your spiritual work, bring 
‘men to Christ, but remember that 
where the way opens, where you 
have the opportunity, it is your 
duty as chaplains, as missionaries, 
and as fellow citizens, your duty, 
‘I repeat, to help enforce the laws 
against owners, masters, crews and 
sailor boarding houses, and see to 
it that the contracts entered into 
on the part of vessels and crews 
are fulfilled so far as possible ; 
and in doing these things to be 
numbered among those who were 
instrumental in gaining a glorious 
victory over those guilty of inhu- 
man practices on our seamen. 
-God grant that you may give your 
support. Messmates, lend a hand, 
_and God who reigns will see that 
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justice be done and that our work 
will not be in vain in the Lord. 


How Deep-sea Fish Fall Up. 


When a man ascends to a very 
high altitude, his blood, relieved 
from a portion of the atmospheric 
pressure, forces its way through 
the nose, ears, eyes, and mouth. 
If he could go higher still, his 
whole body would expand and fall 
to pieces. So itis with creatures 
inhabiting the depths of the ocean. 
At three miles below the surface 
their bodies are subject internally 
(by gases) and externally to a press- 
ure of more than two tons to the 
square inch, and under this press- 
ure are solid enough, and also, be- 
cause this pressure does not in- 
crease their density, are comfort- 
abla enough. 

When brought to the surface in 
dredges the bodies of such crea- 
tures are of the consistency of 
pulp, even their bones become 
loose in texture, their eyes—when 
they have any—start out of their 
heads, and often their bodies burst 
asunder. Hickson, in his ‘‘ Fauna 
of the Deep Sea,” says: ‘* The fish 
which [that] live in the enormous 
depths are liable to a curious form 
of accident. If, in chasing their 
prey, or for any other reason, they 
rise to a considerable distance 
above the floor of the ocean, the 
gases of their swimming bladders 
become greatly expanded, and the 
specific gravity [becomes] greatly 
reduced. If the muscles are not 
strong enough to drive the body 
downwards, the fish becoming 
more and more distended as it 
goes, is killed on its long and in- 
voluntary journey to the surface 
of the sea. The deep-sea fish, then, 
are exposed to a danger that no oth- 
er creatures in this world are sub- 
ject to, namely, that of tumbling 
upwards.”— The Mistakes we Make. 
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WANTED: A SAILORS’ HOME IN PORTLAND, MAINE, 


We are indebted to the British vice-consul for the following wises 
and kind words uttered by him in an interview with a representative 
of the Portland Daily Advertiser, and printed therein on July 10: 


With a view of ascertaining how 
the new advance and allotment 
note law is working in the interest 
of the seamen, a call was made 
upon the British vice-consul at this 
port for his opinion and experi- 
ence upon the working of the new 
law, and the enquiry has brought 
out some very interesting facts in 
connection with the woes and 
cares of poor ‘‘ Jack.” 

Mr. Keating’s experience with 
sailors is not limited to Portland, 
as before coming to Portland he 
was stationed at Boston, where 
there is an average of from six to 
seven thousand British sailors dis- 
charged and engaged annually, 
and as clerk of the consulate he 
became thoroughly familiar with 
the subject. Our reporter’s enquiry 
drew out the following interesting 
particulars, which are perhaps bet- 
ter given in Mr. Keating’s own 
words: 

“You ask me what effect the 
new advance and allotment law 
has had on sailors? My experience, 
of course, has been limited to 
British ships, and I am convinced 
that the condition is just as bad, 
if not worse, than before. For ex- 
ample, I would quote the case of a 
crew recently signed in my pres- 
ence on a Nova Scotia vessel and 
bound to the river. Knowing that 
each man cost the ship $28 for ad- 
vance I was somewhat surprised to 
find that the master held advance 
notes for $12 only, and the men ac- 
knowledged having received an ad- 
vance to that amount. I inquired 
who paid the balance ($16) and was 
coolly informed that the sailor did. 
But how? The answer I got was, 
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‘well, that is a matter easily fixed, | 
they are run out of the ship at the 
river and of course what they leave 
behind pays for the advance and 
more too.’ 

‘‘T have for years known for an 
absolute fact that there are mas-: 
ters in the merchant marine wh 
directly the first half of the voy-- 
age is over commence putting the: 
‘thumbscrews’ on; the men are: 
kept constantly at work, scraping, 
painting and polishing; angry 
words are followed by cuffs and 
blows from the mates and the pro- 
visions become poorer and smaller 
every day, with the result that be- 
fore the ship reaches her destina- 
tion, the arrival of the ‘ crimp’ is 
actually welcomed by the sailors, | 
and the master has succeeded in 
getting rid of the crew. In the 
shipment of new men he shares in 
the profits of the advance, but to 
more completely feather his nest, 
before shipping new men he takes 
care, with cunning and foresight, 
to see that the men are shipped 
on articles terminating at a port 
other than in the country to which 
the ship is bound, so that when 
she arrives in the United States 
he can dictate terms to the crew, . 
and before they are privileged to 
obtain their discharge (which they 
really believe they would be entitl- 
ed to) they are compelled to pay 
the master from one to three 
months’ pay for the ‘ privilege’ of | 
being discharged, but that is done 
under the guise of ‘ covering the! 
expenses of shipping a new crew 
in their stead,’ and when the time 
comes to again ship a crew the 
same old game is continued. 


1 “It is the practice of masters of 
jertain vessels sailing from the 
Morts in the United States to have 
jheir articles worded ‘for a period 
of two or three years, final port of 
jlischarge to be in the United 
jXingdom or continent of Europe.’ 
[his is done for the purpose stated 
jabove and not because the master 
ever expects to go to those ports, 
rnd I have known cases and seen 
.etters from owners where they ac- 
isually proposed this mode of ex- 
sortion and had the proceeds cred- 
ited to them, 

' “Speaking of this matter recalls 
ito my memory the case of a full 
rigged steel or iron ship which 
icame to Boston from Calcutta. 
‘The majority of the men forming 
ther crew were married men and 
received what is known as half 
spay allotments. I cautioned the 
master about the modus operandi 
of the runners, but he assured me 
that the men were perfectly con- 
itented and nothing could induce 
them to desert or desire their dis- 
charge in an American port. With- 
‘in three days of the conversation 
about nineteen of the men walked 
ashore and demanded their dis- 
charge. The master showed de- 
sire to resist their discharge, and, 
believing that he was sincere in 
wanting the men returned to the 
ship, I did all I could to help him, 
as the cases are always tried under 
the British law by the U. S. district 
court. The master’s attorneys be- 
ing naturally unfamiliar with our 
law, asked for my co-operation and 
tuition, and I spent several even- 
ings rehearsing British law, ad- 
miralty decisions, etc. Judge my 
surprise when I found that all my 
labors were in vain. The master, 
by his bold front, had got the 
boarding house master where he 
wanted him, and, unknown to me, 
compromised with the crew for an 


AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 


367 


insignificant sum of about $250, 
and the balance, if I remember 
rightly, in the neighborhood of 
$900, I was told was appropriated 
by the master under the heading 
of ‘perquisites.’ I do not know, 
however, for a fact that, as is cus- 
tomary in these cases, the master 
got his share out of the advance 
of every new man shipped in the 
place of the alleged deserters. 

‘‘In answer to your question 
whether desertions are on the in- 
crease I submit that with a state 
crimping law and a treaty in force 
between this country and the Unit- 
ed Kingdom, there is absolutely no 
need for the wholesale degertions 
which one reads about in the pa- 
pers, provided that the ship’s mas- 
ter is honorable and sincere in his 
duties. I could give you illustra- 
tions on this point almost number- 
less, but bear in mind that I do 
not wish to convey that ships’ 
masters are all alike in this re- 
spect. It is the few who disgrace 
the whole, but even these black 
sheep are not the only ones who 
profit at ‘Jack’s’ expense. The 
boarding house master and many 
others get their ‘ pickings’ at the 
sailor’s expense. 

‘* Now for your second question, 
in what way would a Sailors’ Home 
assist the sailors and incidentally 
the new advance and allotment 
law? For the first part of your 
question I would answer by asking 
you in return, why do you and I 
need a home, and why do the 
young men in the large and even 
small cities need Y. M. OC. A. 
rooms, public libraries, etc., and 
again why do railroad employees 
need similar rooms and homes? 
I know what your answer will be, 
and would therefore ask you to 
apply the same argument in favor 
of the sailor with the additional 
request that you bear in mind that 
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in the case of Jack his need of a 
home is ten thousand fold greater 
than others. 

‘‘The sailor more often lacks 
the education, care and home as- 
sociation of other men, and his 
roving vocation makes him an easy 
victim of the many sharks, who 
look upon the sailor as their nat- 
ural prey and as part of their very 
existence, although in justice to 
the keepers of some of the board- 
ing houses it should be stated that 
they are by no means all alike, for 
some conduct a very respectable 
place on methods which I have no 
doubt are aboveboard. With such 
my remarks, as in the case of the 
masters, have nothing to do, but 
while urging the founding of a 
seamen’s home I have in view the 
boarding house master whose sole 
or particular aim is to connive 
with the others in ensnaring the 
sailors and getting from them 
their small but hard earned wages, 
and this is accomplished by various 
methods. 

‘The sailor who comes within 
the grasp of a person of this class 
is very likely to become, and almost 
always does in fact, a moral imbe- 
cile for the time being, for while 
Jack is on shore he is induced to 
put up at the places kept by these 
sharks, is kept in a drunken con- 
dition about all the time, without 
friends and without money, for 
the sailor’s share of the latter is 
already or soon will be in the pock- 
ets of these boarding house mas- 
ters and their accomplices. Should 
this very profitable boarder become 
sick, or should there be no immedi- 
ate chance to ship him he is unceri- 
monionsly hustled out into the 
street and he either becomes a pub- 
lic charge or a tramp. 

“* Now a Sailors’ Home could be 
purchased near the water front 
and fitted up for about ten thou- 
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sand dollars, and I know of noth 
ing more fitting than the estab-) 
lishment and dedication of such a 
Home to the memory of the gal- 
lant tars who lost their lives while: 
serving on the U.S. ship Maine.) 
A memorial tablet could be placed: 
in the hall—but I offer this merely: 
as a suggestion—and the Home 
might be named the ‘ Maine Me- 
morial Sailors’ Home.’ The Sail-: 
ors’ Home, as your navy increases, ; 
would soon become self-supporting. ; 
Bath rooms, recreation rooms, li-: 
brary and decent wholesome board 
should be given to the sailors ata 
moderate cost and the good influ-: 
ence of a home so generously ac- 
corded to mechanics in all other: 
spheres of life could then be ex- 
tended to Jack, all of which would 
naturally tend to elevate him and 
better fit him for the position 
which he has chosen for his voca- 
tion. Boston has three such 
Homes, well patronized and thor- 
oughly appreciated by the men. 

**You are, of course, familiar 
with the gradual but rapid growth 
of the seamen’s recreation and read- 
ing rooms. During the time from 
November 29, 1898, to April 28, 
1899, nearly three thousand sea- 
men visited the rooms and up- 
wards of five hundred letters were 
written by the men to their friends, 
and over eight hundred packages : 
of literature and magazines were 
given to sailors prior to their ships 
sailing. 

“Surely there must be some of 
your readers interested and will- 
ing to help in such a cause. I 
might mention in closing that one 
of your merchants here, whom I 
know to be a retired ship master 
and whose career as such has enabl- 
ed him to start ina successful busi- | 
ness, told me that he would not 
give one single cent for the benefit 
of a sailor, but that instead of pro- 
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iding them with recreation rooms 
fe would advocate a law being 
yassed which would enable ship 
aasters on each arrival to port to 
ut the sailors in prison until the 
flip was ready to sail, adding that 
jilors of the present day were be- 
jond redemption. 

) ‘fam a strong upholder of dis- 
‘ipline and therefore I do not fa- 
jor any ‘milk sop’ missionary 
ork. I know by experience that 
hile every sailor is not an angel, 
iknow that every sailor is not a 
jevil. I firmly believe that these 
jilers of the deep should have a 
air chance in common with their 
allow co-laborers in life and that 
he door of the respectable man’s 
jouse has been closed to them too 
png. Now what can your friends 
,o to further this good cause? 


| 


| Fourth on the list of naval of- 
icers whose memories | am now 
jecalling, and chief of all, comes 
Daptain George W. Rodgers. He 
itands out in my mind as distinc- 
ively the Christian officer,—a na- 
al Havelock or Hedley Vicars. 
Yet he combined the choicest 
yualities of the other three officers 
of whom I have told. Like Ben 
Porter, as a youth George Rodgers 
nad gallantry, attractiveness, and 
promise. He was, like Preston, a 
‘efiaed and polished gentleman. 
No less than Williams was he the 
skilled and ddty-loving seaman. 
And over and above all he was the 
gronounced and consistent Chris- 
sian, whose sincerity and earnest- 
aess in the service of the Captain 
of our Salvation were recognized 
oy all who knew him. 

_ George Rodgers was, as it were, 
born into the navy. He was a son 
of Commodore Gorge W. Rodg- 
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Surely, there must be some who 
are capable and willing of bestow- 
ing something. Words of encour- 
agement and commendation are 
very gratifying, but those who are 
trying to make this class of men 
better, could with hard cash do a 
great deal more, and take my word 
for it, the time would not be far 
when your water front and side 
alleys would present a different 
appearance, and the many kitchen 
bar rooms and questionable places 
which exist upon the hard earn- 
ings of the sailor would be driven 
‘out of business.’ Money subscrib- 
ed for this work can be sent to the 
Mercantile Trust Co., Portland, 
Maine, marked ‘Sailors’ Memorial 
Fund,’ J. B. Keating, trustee, all 
such sums remitted or deposited 
will be acknowledged promptly.” 


WAR MEMORIES OF AN ARMY CHAPLAIN. 


ers, who for his services in the 
War of 1812 received a sword from 
his native state, and from Congress 
a medal and a vote of thanks; a 
nephew of Commodore John Rodg- 
ers, who fired the first gun of that 
war, and was for some years senior 
officer of our navy; a cousin of Ad- 
mira] John Rodgers, and a brother 
of Admiral C. Raymond Rodgers. 
This on his father’s side. His 
mother was a daughter of the first 
Commodore Perry; a sister of 
Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry, 
of Lake Erie fame; of Commodore 
M. C. Perry, who opened Japan 
to our commerce; of the two young 
Perrys who commanded under 
McDonough at Lake Champlain; 
and of Hasign Alexander Perry, 
who at ten years old served so 
bravely at Lake Hrie as to win the 
thanks of Congress and a sword of 
honor. In army service his grand- 
father was Colonel Rodgers, who 
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commanded the Maryland line in 
the Revolutionary War; an uncle 
was Colonel Robert Rodgers, of 
the Third Massachusetts Infantry 
in our Civil War; one of his broth- 
ers was Lieutenant Alexander 
Rodgers, who fell at Chapultepec; 
another brother was for a time in 
the quartermaster’s department; 
and a brother-in-law, Lieutenant 
Smith, went down in mid-ocean 
in command of troops on the San 
Francisco. 

Thus George Rodgers seemed 
predestined to the United States 
service, and by his own free will 
he was in the navy from boyhood, 
entering it before he was fourteen 
years old. It is unnecessary here 
to speak of the varied services to 
which he was called before our 
Civil War, the openivg of which 
found him an instructor at the 
Naval Academy at Annapolis, giv- 
ing the impress of his character 
and spirit to the young men like 
Preston and Porter and Cushing, 
who were there preparing for a 
greater work than they yet sus- 
pected. My purpose is to speak of 
him in his distinctive characteris- 
tics, as I saw them during my in- 
tercourse with him in the latter 
months of his life. 

I had known George Rodgers in 
his mother’s home, in the days of 
my boyhood. In war time I first 
met him again in the waters of 
South Carolina, in the spring of 
1863, where he was in command of 
the fleet of ironclads in North 
Edisto Inlet. My regiment, as I 
have already said, was then on 
duty on Seabrook Island. He call- 
ed on me there, and invited me to 
visit him on his vessel, the moni- 
tor Catskill. On the occasion of 
my first dining with him, I was 
impressed with the symmetry of 
his Christian character. Our only 
companion at table was my tent- 


THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE 


mate and loved friend, Adjutant 
Camp, the ‘‘ Knightly Soldier.”’ 
As we three sat together, thes 
steward brought wine to us. Thes 
adjutant and I declined it, 
‘Would you like a lighter wineg 
than this?” asked Commodores 
Rodgers. ‘Thank you, no,” was4 
the reply from each of us. ‘‘ Dog 
neither of you drink wine?”' 
‘“‘Neither of us.” ‘* Then, stew-: 
ard, you can remove the wine,” 
he said. ‘I have not used wines 
for twenty years.” Strictly ab- 
stemious himself, he did not force 
his views upon others. It was: 
only when he found that we three 
were in accord on this point tha 
he told of his practice of total ab- 
stinence. 

Then, in the freedom of after— 
dinner chat, he spoke of his inter-: 
est in the religious welfare of his 
men. He had already invited me 
to come, when I could, and preach 
on his vessel on a Sunday, or on #4 
week-day evening. I now learned 
that, while an Episcopalian, andi 
accustomed to the more formal 
services of that communion, he 
would leave his cabin of a Sunday} 
evening, and, despite the barrier 
which necessarily separates officers 
and men in the discipline of a 
man-of-war, would lead a social 
prayer-meeting among the men of} 
his command. Reading a portiom 
of Scripture, he would make fa 
miliar comments on it, would lead 
in prayer and singing, and the 
would call on one and another of 
his godly sailors to take part im 
the meeting at their pleasure. Ag 
we talked together of such work 
as this, he raised a cushion from 
one of his cabin seats, and opened 
below it a locker stowed with re 
ligious books and papers, of whick 
he kept a supply for distributior 
among his men. 

The impressions of that first vis: 


} to his vessel were deepened in 
iy mind by all our subsequent in- 
preourse. I was frequently with 
fim on ship and shore. He made 
mM arrangement with my honored 
fommander, General “Tom” 
itevenson, to signal to him from 
jeadquarters when the church call 
fotified a religious service in our 
famp; and he rarely failed of com- 
hg at once on shore for a part in 
the service. I had many delight- 
41 conversations with him; and 
atterly his increasing spirituality 
md interest in religious themes 
forced upon me a conviction that 
e was ripening for heaven. I had 
‘ever seen anything of this nature 
jo marked in one in full health. 
t was not a presentiment of death, 
or he apparently had no anticipa- 
ion of his speedy decease. Neither 
yas there gloom in his manner. 
de was always cheerful, and seem- 
d thoroughly to enjoy life. But 
here was manifest in him a grow- 
ng power of spirit over matter; 
nnd his face came to glow as with 
preternatural light from the al- 
jeady opening gates of glory to- 
wards which his steps were trend- 
mg. Again and again I spoke of 
his to my friend the adjutant. 
/ On the first Sunday in July, 
1863, when Commander Rodgers 
nad been signaled of an approach- 
mg church service in our camp, 
ne came hurriedly on shore to say 
fhat he had just received orders 
ro coal up at once for a new move 
ngainst Charleston, and he could 
hot remain at the meeting as he 
wished to. As we stood together 
then for a few minutes, and he 
spoke with deep-toned earnestness 
of the duty of the hour, of the 
impending engagement, and of his 
regret at losing the privileges of 
worship that day, I was more than 
aver convinced that his days in 
this life were few. As he bade us 
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good-by, and I turned with my 
tent-mate towards our little rustic 
chapel, I said, 

‘*We shall never see George 
Rodgers again on earth.” 

In a. few weeks the army and 
navy were co-operating actively 
against the defenses of Charleston. 
Adjutant Camp and I were pris- 
oners of war, and George Rodgers 
was thundering with his huge 
Dahlgrens against Wagner and 
Sumter and Moultrie. When, in 
August, he had been called to duty 
as chief-of-staff to Admiral Dahl- 
gren, he obtained permission to 
continue in command of the mon- 
itor Catskill during one more at- 
tack on the defenses of Charles- 
ton harbor, before leaving his 
monitor for his new place with the 
admiral. It was while he was on 
this service, in advance of the rest 
of the fleet, that a huge shot from 
the fort struck the iron pilot- house 
in which he stood, and shivered a 
seale and bolt from its inner sur- 
face, killing him instantly. When 
I learned through the papers at 
my prison home in Columbia that 
a prominent officer—unnamed— 
had been killed on one of the Fed- 
eral ironclads, I said to my friend 
the adjutant, 

‘“That is George Rodgers!” 

“You seem determined to kill 
him off,” he replied.” 

“*Ah, but he was almost ready 
for translation when we left him!” 

The correctness of my impres- 
sion of his identity was verified 
when the captured naval officers 
from Fort Sumter brought the 
story of his death to Columbia. 

Six years later I found unlook- 
ed-for evidence that the remark- 
able change in the spirit and ap- 
pearance of George Rodgers was 
not a mere fancy of mine, but 
that it was noted by others as well. 
In a sketch of this gallant officer, 
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Mr. William Swinton, a well- 
known war correspondent, who 
was with him for several weeks 
before his death, said, ‘‘ Latterly 
there was seen in him a strange 
unworldliness that seemed to with- 
draw him from life, lifting him 
above the evils and confusions of 
this ‘weary and unintelligible 
world;’ and there was that in his 
mood and manner which struck his 
friends with the sad premonition 
that he was not long to move 
among us.” And Mr. Swinton 
told of looking out from his berth 
through the open stateroom door, 
and seeing Commodore Rodgers 
with his open Bible before him on 
the cabin table of the Catskill, or 
again upon his knees in prayer, 
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and this for hour after hour 
through the night before his fatal’ 
move against Fort Sumter. It was 
not that George Rodgers had any 
fear of death. It was rather that 
his fighting was now at an end, 
and he was drawing closer to Him 
whom he served and trusted in 
peace and in war. Like the soldier 
apostle of old, he could say, ‘‘ The 
time of my departure is at hand., 
I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept 
the faith: henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the right- 
eous judge, shall give me at that; 
day.” And, while thus calmly ex- 
pectant, ‘‘he was not; for God. 
took him.”—H. Clay Trumbull. — 


THE CASTAWAY ON THE MALDIVES. 


‘<©T remember,” said an old Eng- 
lish “‘ galt,” as we talked together 
on the fo’e’stle of one of the liners 
between England and Australia, 
‘<T remember being cast away on 
one of the coral islands of the Mal- 
dive group in the Indian Ocean. 
We were ina brand new composite 
bark, and the captain was part- 
owner in her. We were driven on 
to the windward side of the island, 
and stranded on the coral reef that 
surrounded it. 

“‘Tt then became a question of 
getting a hawser to the island, 
which lay quietly nestled inside 
the comparatively smooth waters 
of the lagoon formed by the reef; 
but there was the terrible ‘curl’ 
of the reef to pass through, upon 
which the billows of the outer 
ocean broke with all their fury, 
before the smoother water could 
be reached; and volunteers were 
asked for the perilous task. 

“‘At last an Italian sailor and 
myself volunteered to attempt it; 


and, with life lines attached, we 
were committed to the boiling 
surf; and it so happened that, 
with a good deal of buffeting, we 
both got through safely and reach- 
ed the island, and were not lon 

in getting a hawser ashore ai 
rigging the cradle, which the rest . 
of the crew were thankful to avail 

themselves of, and all, with only 

the ordeal of passing through the 

billows in the cradle, were safely 

hauled ashore, the captain and 

carpenter excepted. 

“The captain having an interest 
in the ship was hopeful, as the 
gale had subsided somewhat, that 
he might get the ship off again, 
and had persuaded the carpenter 
to remain behind to help patch 
her up, if he should be successful 
enough to do so through some 
slant of wind or some other provi- 
dential means. 

‘‘But soon from the island we 
could see that a fresh storm was 
brewing from the old quarter, and 


gt. 
| 
‘ve were sure the ship could not 
fast long; and as I was anxious 
that the skipper and his compan- 
fon should be saved I proposed to 
‘my Italian mess-mate to venture 
gain on to the ship to induce 
ethem to come ashore while they 
ymight. 

? “*T would not go through the 
feurl again for a thousand pounds,’ 
ysaid he. 

pS‘ Weill,’ said I, ‘I shall try it, 
I should not Jike the skipper tu be 
Host.’ 

' ‘So I was hauled again on 
vboard, and, am thankful to say, 
ysucceeded in getting them both to 
come ashore; and only just in 
‘time, as that night the gale in- 
jcreased, and in the morning there 
was nothing left of the bark but 
wreckage.” 

_ Here, dear reader, is a tale of 
one who voluntarily risked his life 
to save others, and who endured 
the breaking of the angry billows 
jupon his head, as with strong 
‘arm and stout heart he forced his 
way through them to the smoother 
waters beyond, in hope of saving 
‘not only his own life, but also the 
lives of his friends and companions 
‘in misfortune. 

He was successful and his mess- 
“mates were saved! 

But in this he was not alone; 
another, equally brave and loving 
with himself, endured like dan- 
gers with like results, and they 
shared the honor of the successful 
issue of their attempt together. 

There were yet others, however, 
to be saved, and he longed again 
to make the attempt to save them; 
and although, this time, it was not 
nearly so dangerous, yet remem- 
brance of former buffeting with 
the angry surf was too vivid to in- 
duce his companion to join him, 
so he went alone, and was again 
successful. Brave men! Heroic 
deeds! Who would withhold the 
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tribute of praise due to such"men 
and deeds? And history tells of 
many such, for man can devote 
himself when he has an adequate 
object. 

But, after all, did not self: inter- 
est form a large part of the motive 
power here? All were endangered 
in the first instance, and all must 
perish, unless one or more risked 
their lives a little earlier, with the 
hope of saving all. The second 
attempt was more disinterested, 
though the danger was not so 
great. 

Ah! but how every human deed 
of heroism sinks into insignifi- 
cance before His act, who gave 
Himself for sinners, —His enemies! 
—an act supreme above all! Com- 
parisons are infinitely distanced, 
as contrasts are thrown into deep- 
est gloom by it. 

Feeble is the illustration in the 
above of some of the elements that 
go to make up the mighty drama 
of Redemption. 

The men risked their lives in 
hope of saving both themselves 
and their companions in misfor- 
tune. 

Jesus gave His life to save those 
who were in danger, when He 
Himself was safe. Secure in His 
glory, He might have maintained 
His position in His own ineffable 
peace; but He left His estate, and 
came down to share the sorrows of 
the position His enemies were in, 
and then went voluntarily down 
beneath the judgment due to 
them. 

These subjected themselves to 
the buffetings of the billows of wa- 
ter to save themselves and others, 

Jesus subjected Himself alone 
to the buffetings of the billows of 
divine wrath, and exhausted it, to 
save others, who never could have 
exhausted that wrath, but who 
must have endured it eternally. 

They hoped that they might be 
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able.to save themselves and others. 

Jesus knew assuredly that He 
could save others, and to do it He 
would not save Himself. What 
was that death to Christ? What 
that judgment? Ah, all was known 
and measured by Him, and all 
shrunk from with a horror with 
which only such a holy being 
could shrink from it—from being 
made sin! from drinking the cup 
of Jehovah’s wrath! Yet all was 
embraced and endured with a 

ower able to exhaust it all, and 
in a love that lived through and 
exists beyond it all. 

They made the attempt, if per- 
haps they might save themselves 
and others from a present danger 
simply, while they parted compa- 
ny, and lost sight of each other 
perhaps for ever when the danger 
was wholly past. 

Jesus died, not that He might 
redeem His people from hell only, 
but that, cleansing them from 
their sins, He might walk in pres- 
ent company with them, and have 
them for ever with Himself in the 
glory. 

The companions of the brave 
men above gladly availed them- 
selves of the escape from danger 
provided for them at such a risk; 
they had, however, to feel the 

ower of the waves, though being 
in the cradle, 


WORK AMONG SEAMEN. 


THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE 


[ December: 


Alas, how indifferently men cai 
hear the tale of Jesus’ love and th 
deliverance effected by it for those 
who will accept it, without s 
much as tasting one drop of th 
judgment, together with the per 
tect provision that love has made 
for eternal companionship wit 
Himself in the blessed conditior 
of the life and circumstances int 
which He has gone as a man. 

Reader, will you not avail your- 
self of the provision made for sué 
as you by the eternal love? 

Or, Will you refuse it? 4 
You have an interest in th 
world, perhaps, as the captain had) 
in the ship. But the clouds gath- 
er; the storm is brewing; yet es-! 
cape is still at hand. 5 

Haste thee, sinner! ere yet th 
implacable fury of the dermis 
blast, that must wreck the worl 
you love as it at present exists, and 
your soul for ever, burst upon you. 
Come now to Jesus. Accept His: 
Be saved! Be saved!! 


Christ and thou shalt be saved.” * 
(Acts xvi: 3). 


“‘Haste, traveller, haste! the night 
comes on, 
And many a shining hour is gone; 
The storm is gethoring in the west, 
And thou art far from home and rest. 
Haste, traveller, haste.” 


—G.J. S., in Gcspel Messenger. 


CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS, &c. 


At Stations on the Foreign Field. | 


Sweden. 
HELSINGBORG, 


Mr. K, I. Bere writes on October 16: 

I wished to take care of my health in 
an effective manner during the past sum- 
mer, but I have not been able to realize 
this plan, I have, however, taken a 


month’s rest. Afterwards I again took | 
up my work among the sailors in the} 
harbor, on board vessels, in the boarding | 
houses, in the hospital, and especially in | 
the sailors’ meeting place, where I have 
had four meetings a week during August 
and three in September. Even if I am | 
not allowed to see the fruits of my work | 
as I should like to, as most of the sailors | 


‘word which has been sown among them 
Iwill bear some fruit according to His 
Joromise, who has told me to sow on in 
itmope when He said ‘‘ Unto Me is given 
jall power in heaven and in earth; go ye 
itherefore and teach all nations.” Some- 
itimes I also see sailors deeply affected by 
tthe preaching of the word, by the song 
band the prayer, and in this there is an 
/encouragement to sow the seed and sow 
lin faith, even if with tears and much in- 
‘per fizht and sorrow (2 Tim. iv: 1-5, and 
72 Tim. i: 6-9) which have not been un- 
oknown to me during my work for sailors. 
4 Namber of ships in port since lust state- 
ment, 642; religious services, 30; average 
atteadance of seamen at religious services, 
116, of others, 4; religious visits to hospi- 
itals, 12. on ships, 452, in boarding houses, 
45; Testaments and parts of Testaments 
distributed, 110, tracts, 1,520. 


STOCKHOLM. 


_ Mr. J. T. Hepsrrom writes on Octo- 
ber 1: 

The steps of Jesus have been seen 
amongst us, and some souls have been by 
| His sweet word filled with peace. Among 
| the vessels I have visited was a Spanish 
ship, where I distributed books and por- 
tions of the Bible in their own language; 
every one of the crew received it with 
“thankfulness, but the boatswain com- 
~menced to read it at once, and after a 
few minutes he came to me to tell the joy 
he was feeling. He could not speak much 
English, but his eyes, filled with tears, 
spoke a language that could not be misun- 
derstood, and putting the book with one 
hand upon his breast with the other hand 
he pointed towards heaven, and exclaim- 
ed very loudly: *‘ Very good book, the 
est book to me!” May God bles: that 
Spanish sailor. 

On the 28rd of July a captain, a friend 
‘of mine, invited me to pay a visit to his 
dying wife. Her hand was getting cold, 
and she told me that she knew very well 
that her life would soon be closed. She 
now wa ited to know if Christ was willing 
to pardon all her transgressions. I read 
the word of God and prayed with her, 
and when I left she knew that Jesus Christ 
was her Saviour and that heaven should 
‘be her everlasting home. 

Another day I was walking on the quay 
“when an old man came behind and called 
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my name, He told me that he had been 
a Christian man but now had fallen into 
drink. I spoke to him about the wonder- 
ful love of Christ, and told him that if he 
was like the smoking flax Jesus was still 
tender over him because the smoking flax 
will He not quench; and after an hour of 
preaching and praying he began to listen 
to the true word of God, and before he 
left me he said ‘‘T see the Lord is my Sa- 
viour and is willing to forgive all my sins, 
and in the name of Jesus and His power I 
will commence a new life.” May our gra- 
cious Lord help and save that old sailor. 

I have had maay precious hours among 
our sailors on board ships and elsewhere, 
and in our mission hall we have had gos- 
pel meetings every evening, and the Lord 
has blessed our gatherings to the salvation 
of souls. 

_Averaze attendance of seamen at reli- 
gious services, 30; visits to ships, 415; 
book bags issued and placed on board 
ships, 44; portions of Bible distributed to 
ee: 110, Testaments, 38, tracts, 


SUNDSVALL. 


The Rev. E. Eriksson writes on Octo- 
ber 2: 


Not a few seem to have listened to 
the call of heaven and to have confessed 
their sins. A shipmaster confessed that 
he was the chief amongst sinners, for 
he had known the will of God but had no 
distress in his soul over it. When I 
pointed out to him that he had grief 
becau3e he could not grieve, the Lord’s 
Spirit opened his heart and he saw his 
mistake. I visited him since several 
times, and he was happy in his Saviour, 
He is a strong man both in body and 
mind, and uncommonly endowed to doa 
B° od work. For this reason I hope that 

e may be an elect instrument of God for 
salvation of many. Our brother is thirty- 
eight years old. 

A seaman came more than two moaths 
ago to the hospital, hostile to God and re- 
ligion. Now he is converted to God. An 
Kaglishman also left the hospital a new 
man. Several lukewarm Christians have 
confessed that they have been strengthen- 
ed in the faith, much to the comfort of 
their eel who have been afraid 
they would fall away from God. 

We have also had a good seamen’s feg- 
tival in the chapel here. Two hundred 
seamen were present. They were offared 
coffee and tea, After the religious ser« 
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vice they parted from each other with tears 
of thanktulness. I believe that this ser- 
vice led to the salvation of many. 

Number of religious services held in 
chapel 16, on shipboard, 26, in hospital, 
1, elsewhere, 1; religious visits to hospi- 
tals, 14, on ships, 252, in boarding houses, 
78; Bibles and Testaments distributed, 
53, tracts, 5,C00. 


GOTHENBURG, 


Mr. Curistian NIELSEN writes on Octo- 
ber 1: 


For nearly three weeks we had the pleas- 
ure of having the Rev. W. C. B. Buap 
from North Vakota with us in our work. 
We look back upon his visit with a thank- 
ful heart, as it was of great encourage- 
ment and blessing. 

On board an English vessel one of the 
crew said ‘‘ We have not sent for mis- 
sionaries, and don’t want to be troubled 
while we have our dinver.” Some of 
the crew found the remark laughable, but 
Mr. BuaD made them quit by saying, 
‘‘Friends, we have come to bring the 
gospel of our Saviour, and we are under 
obligation to do so, and it may be that 
we are the last of God’s servants to speak 
to you about the welfare. of your souls; 
your vessel may never return to port, and 
the next we hear of you might be that 
you have gone into eternity.” 

How often have | been reminded of 
these words during the month of Septem- 
ber. Among the vessels reported wreck- 
ed during that month not less than eight 
had been at this port lately for cargo. I 
realize the respousibility of my commis- 
sion. The men to whom I am commis- 
sioned may never return to this port. 

We can report progress in all depart- 
ments of the work. On a vessel that Mr. 
BuaD and | visited together the crew re- 
gretted that they were not so fixed that 
they could invite us to take part in their 
dinner. We told them that we were 
thankful for their good intention, but we 
had come not to get but to give. Christ, 
the bread of life, was presented to them 
in a short service, which, however, was 
interrupted by the officers, ‘On again.” 
Most of the crew came to our Bethel in 
the evening, and God granted us the 
privilege to pray with two of them who 
desired to live the Christian life. The 
cook, who was a Ohristian, was at my 
suggestion chosen leader of the Floating 
Conistian Endeavor on that vessel. 

Boarding a bark that bad just arrived 
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from Buenos Ayres via London, we found 
the crew all at work, and we went to th 
cabin to see the captain, with whom 

had aconversation ; when I pulled out myp) 
hymn book to sing a hymn the captain 
said, ‘‘If you wish, I will call the me 
down, and we may have a little meeting. 
It has occurred before that the captai 
has prolonged the dinner hour to give u 
a chance to speak with the crew, but thisi 
was the first time that a captain volun- 
teered to take his men from work to giv 
them a chance to listen to the mission=\ 
ary. May the blessing of God rest upon 
their unselfish captain. 3 

On September 24 and 25 we united 
with the Y. M. C, A. in inviting the 
crews of the men-of-war to an entertain- 
ment at the Y. M. C, A. building, as ourt 
mission was not large enough to accoms: 
modate those who migkt accept the in- 
vitation. Nearly two bundred were pres= 
ent, and after refreshment the gospel was 
preacbed. The following evening about 
twenty of the mariners gathered at our 
Bethel, where I spoke to them about the 
Floating Christian Endeavor in the U.S, 
Navy, inducing the sailors to organize on 
their vessels. In this effort I got an un- 
expected help from ore of the men who 
had been in America, and had some 
knowledge of the Endeavor work. He re- 
lated his experience and helped his ship- 
mates to start societies. 

Some time ago | learned that one of the — 
members of our Seamen’s Endeavor had 
wandered away from God. I wrote him & 
letter entreating him to return to God 
and re-sign the pledge. I beard nothing 
from him for months until a few days. 
ago when he wrote me a Jetter from Car- 
diff in which he says, ‘‘ Out of the depths. 
of my heart I regret that I bave not writ- 
ten to you, but tbe fact that I had broken 
my Endeavor pledge and bad to confess: 
it to you kept me back, thinking that it 
was better not to write. I pray don’t look 
upon the past with darkest view; God 
has forgiven me and I have returned to 
Him. I have re-signed the Christian En-- 
deavor pledge months ago; God has been 
my helper in my endeavor to keep it, and 
in the storms of temptation I find my 
strength in His love.” 

To Mrs. Pripuam, of London, I wish 
to render my most cordial thanks for 
ninety kroners’ worth of Bibles and Testa-. 
ments; also to Mr. Munster for tracts. 

Number of religious services held in 
chapel, 17, on shipboard, 39, in hospital, 
18, elsewhere, 25; average attendance of 
seamen at religious services, 24; religious 


bits to hospitals, 15, on ships, 285, in 
tharding houses and families, 302; Bibles 
Tid Testaments distributed, 127, tracts, 
1000, loan libraries, 18, 


oo Oa 


Denmark. 
COPENHAGEN, 


) Our visits, 327, on ships in the past 
Juarter have been graciously blessed of 
ye Lord. Sailors have a right side to be 
fot at; thank God we seldom fail to re- 
pive a hearty welcome from the different 
yen of the forecastle. A few wall cards 
sith flowers, mottoes, or a Scripture pas- 
age and a Bible bag transform the fore- 
lastle into a nice abode, reminding them 
£ home, youthful days, the prayers and 
pars of a pious mother. Good impres- 
jons made on their hearts are kept sacred, 
id in silence; but it is to these good im- 
ressions that tbe still, small voice of 
od’s Spirit speaks. Sailors of every na- 
ionality seem to like’ Moody and Sankey’s 
ymns and heartily join in singing. A 
ew words in prayers or exhortations and 
in invitation to attend the means of grace 
srovided for them in our Betbel ship se- 
ure attendance at our divine services, 

_ A beavenly atmosphere bas marked our 
anctuary, and we bave seen some sailors 
bed tears of repentance and otbers whose 
‘eces beamed with joy at tke Saviour's 


t. 

A dear brother from Cardiff came with 
four of his shipmates; he said ‘‘ formerly 
we went to the liquor saloons but now, 
hank God, our first walk is to the mis- 
jon, and from shore to shore we speak of 
ind are feasting upon tbe unspeakable 
sindress of which we in these Bethels are 
be recipients.” Another sailor while his 
sce keamed with joy told how he was led 
o see his lost condition and while he in 
ayer besought God for mercy he saw 
he meaning of the passage ‘‘ Tbe Lord 
ad laid on Him the iniquity of us all;” 
his bumble testimony of our beloved 
rother was followed with such blessing 
1at four men besoughbt our prayers. 

*¢ It refreshes my soul,” said captain S., 
rho sixteen years ago closed in with the 
verture of mercy, ‘once more to see the 
oar old spot.” His ship waited for or- 
rs at Elsinore, but he went to Copen- 
agen by train in order to see old friends. 
is Bible bag was exchanged and with a 
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supply of ten Swedish hymn books and a 

parcel of tracts, books and gospels to dis- 

tribute to the men of the sea at his des- 

pe ens he left, as he said, happy and 
est. 

Two Danish sailors, who had sailed out 
from England for more than three years, 
returned to their home to visit their dear 
old parents. Goodness and mercy had 
followed them on their voyages. Well 
supplied with money, from our Bethel 
ship they carried with them to their island 
home three Bibles, twenty Testaments, 
twenty Psalms of David and a parcel of 
tracts to distribute to relatives and 
friends, 

In August Mrs, WoLLEsEN and I made 
a visit, four days, to Fyerr, distributing 
tracts, Holy Scriptures and telling the 
story of redeeming love. A dear sister, 
whose husband and son are sailors, wrote 
expressing her sincere thanks and saying 

‘The celestial influence of the word 
spoken shall make us think less of earth 
and more of heaven.” Another lady 
whom we visited, whose son, a sea captain, 
togetber with bis wife and crew (with the 
exception of one man) lately found a wa- 
tery grave, was heartbroken, but we told 
her of Him who heareth the mourner’s 
cry and she was consoled. 

Letters kave been received from sea- 
men which indicate gratitude for the time 
they spent with us. 

Mrs, A, E. Ropertson, of London, who 
for many years has granted me large sup- 
plies of Holy Scriptures, has also this 
past quarter aided me with three hundred 
and eighty copies. This donation has en- 
abled me to supply thousands of sailors 
on the sea ana poor homes around the 
coasts of Denmark with God’s holy worde 

Several thousands cf emigrants bave 
during the past quarter, especially Fin- 
landiars, by way of Copenhagen, emigrat- 
ed to America. The few days they tarry 
here their abcde is in the lodging houses 
in the vicinity of our Bethel ship and ef- 
forts are made to draw them within the 
influence of our mission. They are sup- 
plied with a profitable pamphlet giving 
good advice to emigrants. 

Number of religious services held in 
chapel, 82, on shipboard, 16, in hospitals, 
5, elsewhere, 9; average attendance of 
seamen at religious services, on Sabbath, 
&0, week days, between 80 and 40; reli- 
gious visits on ships, 327, in boarding 
houses and families, 241, to hospitals, 26; 
Bibles, Testaments and gospels distrib- 
uted, 418, tracts and printed sermons, 

38,400. 


Germany. 
HAMBURG. « 


Mr.|H. M. Sarre writes on October 
1: 

During! the six months we have had 
two thousand and thirty Haglish ships in 
the port of Hamburg and one American. 
I cannot give the number of all ships vis- 
iting Hamburg. We have German, Dan- 
ish and Scandinavian missions here and 
I work among the Haglish and American 
ships when in port. We have the British 
consulate in the same building and I am 
glad to say that H. M. Consul-General 
takes great interest in the welfare of sea- 
men, also the American Consul, Dr. Pit- 
CAIRN. I am pleased to state that our 
numbers are increasing. We have had 
many American seamen who have landed 
here quite destitute, having been shipped 
at American ports and the money, in 
some cases twenty-five to thirty dollars per 
month, being taken by the boarding house 
keepers, I think the American ports are 
far worse than Hamburg. 

In the religious work of the Institute 


At Ports in the 
New York. 
NEW YORK CITY. 


The following extracts are taken from 
the eighty-first annual report of the So- 
ciety for Promoting the Gospel among 
Seamen in the Port of New York 


At the Mariners’ Church fifty-one per- 
4sons were received during the year on 
confession of faith and two by letter, and 
three persons, at their request, received 
letters of dismission to other churches. 
Daring the year the aggregate attend- 
ance at the various services at the Mar- 
iners’ Church was 82,023, the total visits 
to vessels, 5,820, and to boarding houses, 
9,876. For fuller information see Sine 
of the pastor, missioaaries and room: keep- 
er. 


From Mr. Boutt’s report: 


Whilst there has been much to discour- 
age, there has also been much cause for 
gratitude and thanksgiving to God. To 
have labored in some cases for years with 
men, meeting them first careless and giv- 
en to debauchery, to have welcomed them 
voyage after voyage upon their return, 
warned them, admonished and entreated 
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the Lord has been with us, Six seams 
have publicly confessed Christ to the j 
of their souls, and I have received lette 
from them expressing their joy and than 
fulness, One man said he was too bad 
be saved. I told him that the Lord Jes 
never saved a good sinner yet. At la 
he came to Jesus as he was. 

This is a letter from him: 

‘*Believe me that 1 am going awe 
happier and I hope better than ever I di 
before. I should like to be at your se 
vice to-morrow night, as the prayers yo 
would have used would have strengt 
ened me considerably, but I shall thin 
about you and I hope get on all righ 
Thank Miss Tutty for the Bible you ga 
me as a present, which is, [ think, tf 
only one aboard. God bless you all fi 
your goodness to me, $y 

Number of American ships in port sine 
last statement, 1, British, 2,030; religior 
services in chapel, 30, elsewhere, 12; avex 
age atteadance of seamen at religious se 
vices, 26, of others, 3; religious visits # 
hospitals, 35, on ships, 488, in boardim 
houses, 30; Bibles distributed, 4, Tests 
ments, 12, tracts, 1,480. 


United States. 


them even with tears, from pulpit and i 
private, and to have our hearts maé 
glad by seeing them yield themselves # 
Christ, and subsequently to listen to thee 
expressions of love to God and joy in th 
Holy Ghost, this has more than paid fos 
the labor bestowed. 


From missionary Matrson’s report: — 


Many have received the message of sai 
vation; one, being a patient of the Ma 
rine Hospital for over a year, writes m* 
four days before his death: 

** First of all, I thank you for the gost 
pel light that you have brought me, ana 
for the many visits and comforting words! 
they made me glad, and I began to seel 
Jesus. I am feeling safe and secure 
Death has no fear. My days are not 
many, and when they are ended I go 
my Saviour,” 

Latters are frequently received fro 
sorrowing pareats far away, regardin 
their absent boys who have neglected fo 
years to write. In some instances wi 
have been able to give information. A 
mother writes from Sweden: 

_ Many thanks for writing and inform 
ing me about my son and his sad death 
It seems hard to know that he will neve 
retura from that voyage on waich h 


birted four years ago, but I know he is 
xen away from much that might come 
this way. Best of all is, that he was a 
Zod friend to you, and, as I have heard, 
| a Christian life. Accept my thanks 


” 
° 


jat you, through the grace of God, have 
en the instrument to my brother’s con- 
te May he never turn away from 
y ‘ 9 


<0 ng Kong, I received the following an- 


rer: 
|<‘ When I read your letter I thought of 

e immortality of my soul, and began to 
tay, and soon found Jesus. The Lord 
)my only helper.” 
| The following are extracts from letters 
ieceived during the past year: 

‘‘ My thoughts are mostly at the Mar- 
hers’ Church, where God has so often 
essed my soul.” 

}**The Lord bless you and your work 
tat converted sailor Orro from Russia,” 
'“‘T will never forget you, dear brother; 
our prayer went to my heart and God’s 
pirit came over me. Oa. how good it is 
) have peace with God!” 
'* Tam longing so much to come back 
your meetings, where you told me 
out the dear Saviour who has done so 
uch forme. Oa, what joy it brings to 
* Tet me tell you the truth; there is 
ot a place on earth I like better than the 
lariners’ Churchin New York; my heart 
;always there. I had a hard time aboard, 
ut, praise the Lord, two men were con- 
erted,” 

‘*T got very much encouraged by your 
atter. Before, I had no peace, but since 
hat night when I gave God my heart I 
ave had joy and peace. The first day 
came aboard I confessed Christ to my 
hipmates. Two are now seeking Christ.” 

*“‘T am rejoicing in my Saviour who 
as taken my sins away. I shall never 
orget that day; it was in the Mariners’ 
hurch that it happened.” 

‘*T feel very sad to leave New York 
nd the blessed services in Mariners’ 
‘nurch. The first thing I did when I 
ame aboard was to kneel down and pray. 
[y shipmates did not disturb me.” 

‘¢Your work will never be forgotten by 
1c, I am in earnest. Through God’s 
‘race 1 am trying to gain that crown.” 
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‘*T have been in great peril since I saw 
you last. We got shipwrecked, and out 
of twenty-eight men only six got saved. 
It is a good thing to be a Christian; then 
we need not fear anything.” 

‘T have told my shipmates that I knelt 
with you in prayer before we left New 
York. They laughed at me. I have read 
my Testament through three times, as I 
have no other books, If I meet you again 
you shall say I kept my word.” 

** How well I remember the words you 
said to me the first time I saw you: 
‘Take Jesus aboard with you.’ Those 
words sank deep in my heart.’ 

**T will tell you that I live in Jesus and 
Hein me. May God strengthen you to 
tell what Jesus has done to save sinners, 
among whom I have been the chief.” 

“You remember I got saved at one of 
your Sunday afternoon meetings. Have 
had many hard temptations. When ship- 
wrecked on the coast of Kngland I felt 
Jesus nearer than ever before. No one 
can be happier than lam—night and day 
just the same.” 

**T want to thank you for helping me 
to come back to Christ. I am now going 
to sea with the love of Jesusin my heart.” 

“*Tt was a blessed day when Jesus made 
me free. I love the Bible, and I shall be- 
long to Jesus forever. I thank you, be- 
cause you taught me how to come to 
Christ.” 

‘All is well, I am resting in my Sa- 
viour. I hear cursing and blaspheming 
all day, but I thank God for His word, 
‘Lo, I am with you alway.’” 

And many more. 


From Mrs, Casszra’s report: 


We feel sura that our dear Father in 
heaven has blessed many an inquirer in 
our rooms; the backslider has returned, 
the wanderer has been pleaied with, and 
in maay cases has come to Jesus, and the 
Seen brothers have been strengthen- 
ed. 
We give a few extracts from letters re- 
ceived from seamen: 

**T was just going on watch, and then 
your letter brought the remembrance of 
my promise to watch and pray and to be 
on guard for the littlesins, and I tell you 
I thought of my promise, also of the 
hymn we sing in the meetings, ‘I need 
Thee every hour.’ I realized [ need 
Him more and more daily—almost every 
second—because Satan does try me hard, 
but I ask the Lord to help me, and He 
does just what He says He will do. I 
don’t know when I shall be back in New 
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York, but I shall come to the rooms, as 
tis the best place a sailor can come to and 
spend his time.” 4 

“‘T want to thank you for your loving 
advice to me last night. God helping me, 
I will do as I promised. I know full well 
tis the best life. I feel sorry I cannot 
come to-night, as I promised; I must stay 
on board. I never enjoyed two nights in 
any place like those two nights at your 
meetings. I hope others will give their 
hearts to God and come out from among 
evil doers and be clean through faith in 
Jesus.” 

The above letter is from one of many 
who come from Brooklyn vessels to our 
meetings. There is an attractiveness 
about this old Mariners’ Church to num- 
bers of seamen, and distance only adds 
more charm tothe place; truly they come 
from the ends of the world to hear the 
pone of salvation. 

. C. D. was spoken to and prayed 
with after raising his hand for prayer in 
our after-meeting one Sabbath evening. 
He said he wanted to live right in God’s 
sight, but realized that of himself he could 
not. He was told that Jesus said, ‘* With- 
cut me ye can do nothing,” so he gave 
his heart to Jesus. After that he was 
here every night; and the Jast, with tears 
running down bis bronzed face, he said: 
*¢ Let me feel and know you are praying 
for me; I thank Gcd for this place.” 

‘¢The first time I went to sea I went 
away laughing. This time, in New York, 
I left crying—you have been so gocd to 
me. I never had any one speak to me be- 
fore as you did. I bed never been told of 
God’s love to poor Peter; but it seems all 
I knew was how to grieve God by sin. I 
want to ship back to New York, where I 
can see my dear mother again; and I 
know you will all pray for me that I can 
be a good boy and keep from drink and 
all its vices.” 

‘‘ Jesus is sweeter to me every day; I 
realize His love in my heart and my need 
of Him hourly.” 

And many more. 


From Miss Borneman’s report: 


The principal object of our work is to 
lead the men of the sea to Christ. With 
this before us, shall not we, who have 
been rescued by One who, to save us, laid 
down His life on the cross, extend to the 
sailors our sympathy and prayers? Some- 
times we become discouraged when diffi- 
culties are in our way, but when we bave 
committed the matter to God He has 
made the darkness light; and oftentimes 
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when a man leaves &s @ndecided, and |, 


Every evening, befoe 
the after-meetings, and in the morning 
if opportunity offers, sailors are take 
into the inquiry room, where they a 
given gcod advice and prayed with, ar 
often given a Testament or Bible. 
The following are extracts from lette 
received from sailors: 
‘‘T have continued thus far faithful | 
the strength of the Lord, surrounded : 
we are on every hand with temptation 
trials and ridicule. Still, thank God,| 
am holding to the foot of the cross. 
bave never spent such sweet hours on m 
watch at night since I was going to se 
for the Friend of the helpless is with 
What a blessed privilege to feel you as 
safely hiding under the shadow of tt! 
wings of the Almighty!” — | 
“Tam still trying in my weak way” 
serve God; have not taken drink of ar 
kind. I read my Testament and prs 
every day, and 1 thank you for that le 
night but one at the Mariners’ Churek 
wren, after many months, I came to 
decision, and I am happy.” 
**We have been thinking what a rougy 
class of people you have to mix with, 
am a sailor myself, and I know what w 
are, and what we may be through tk 
grace of God, but it is only for a seasow 
Yeu remember the Sunday morning Jest: 
found me at the little service aboard shiy 
May God bless you in your work. Plea 
pray for me.” | 
‘*] have read the Bible every day sine: 
we left New York, and found it a gree: 
comfort. I have been trying to persuad 
wy shipmates to do the same. I am lon 
ing to re with you in those blessed mee 
ings of yours.” ; 
Ships and boarding houses have bee! 
visited regularly every week in New Yori 
and Brooklyn. The work is being blesses 
in many ways. We would tender ow! 
thanks to all kind friends for their valuai 
ble help and prayers, especially to thost 
who have so liberally answered our 4 
peals for good literature, comfort ba 
ete., which mean so much to men of t 
sea, 


From Mr. CampseLt Kerre’s report: 


Our reading room is one of the mos 
important branches of work among sea 
men. It is a centralizing force. It hold: 
out various attractions, all of an elevat 
ing character. While it offers a pleasant 


@ respectable resting place for all classes 
feafaring men, from the cabin boy to 
iocaptain, and insures them an oppor- 


whieh letters from home or friends 
sy be addressed. At the same time every 
jman finds desks provided with writing 
terials, facilitating intercourse with 
mnds at a distance. It thus helps to 
ng the warm, purifying atmosphere of 
ne to men surrounied by and exposed 
‘the most corrupted influences. Thou- 
ids of dollars are thus secured that 
ight be recklessly thrown away, and 
it to those who have a sacred claim up- 
Last year we assisted sailors 
send home the sum of $4,000, and this 
ar the sum of $3,000. The decrease. 
) believe, is owing to so many of our 
ular comers going to the war in cruis- 
}, transports, battleships, etc. We have 
ho banked abort $1,000 for them. The 
umen are thus collected where those 
no are watching for souls are frequently 
lle to take them aside for religious con- 


rsation and prayer, and they are often 
duced to attend the frequent public 


rvices in the adjoining room. It is my 
easant duty to make the place as at- 
Piire as possible to its visitors, giving 
em a cordial welcome, and holding my- 
lf ready to give them needed advice or 
sistance as we have opportunity. In 
ese respects every day has its own his- 
ry, so varied are these cases that claim 
ir advice or aid. 

We have visited Long Island College 
ospital every week, where sick and dis- 
led seamen are always to be found. In 
eir helplessness and loneliness they are 
ad to see the face of a friend, and we 
st ready access to many hearts that 
yuld not otherwise be reached Sailors 
ea grateful and. warm-hearted people, 
1d we receive many letters overflowing 
ith gratitude for the various kindnesses 
> are able to render them when in port. 
pprentices often part in tears from the 
‘st friends they have met since they left 
eir homes. Many apprentice boys come 
| the way from Bayonne to spend the 
ening with us, and even the last night 
port will come to say ‘‘ good-by,” al- 
ough they koow that they will have no 
st all next day or night. 

The testimony of captains and officers 
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as to the improved character of the men 
who frequent our rooms is very encour- 
aging, and their cordiality makes the 
work of visiting ships easy. The super- 
intendent of the reading room has visited 
ships during the past year twice a week, 
and has conducted an average of two 
prayer meetings each week, 

About thirty letters a day have been 
written by sailors to families aad friends, 
and about fifty-five le.ters have daily 
been received for seamen. 


From the report of superintendent Mc- 
Cormack of the West Side Branch: 


We have continued to visit the seamen 
on board ship, in hospital, and even in 
prison; also, we have invite] them from 
the streets, saloons and boarding places; 
the sick and dying have been tenderly 
cared for as far as lay in our power, 
especially by pointing them to Christ, 
the oaly source of hope and comfort. 
The heaviest part of our work consists in 
almost daily visitation of ocean steam- 
ships, dist. ibuting among the crews tracts 
and other good literature, as well as in- 
viting them to our services held at the 
‘¢ Branch ” four evenings of each week. 

If space permitted, many interesting 
experiences might be given similar to the 
one following: S. S., a young man, on 
his way from the far West for his native 
home in Hurope, on arriving at New 
York, fell into tha hands of land sharks, 
who stripped him of all his money—$56, 
He came to us in great distress of mind, 
feeling that he was forsaken of God and 
man, Through his attending the meet- 
ings, coupled with our praying and ad- 
vising with him, his loss was forgotten by 
his finding the way of eternal life; after 
which he left us, a wiser and better man, 
rejoicing in the knowledge of the forgive- 
ness of his sins, and declaring it to be 
his purpose in the future not only to 
shun evil companions, but also to tell 
“the story of Jesus and His love.” In- 
cidents of like outrages are of daily oc- 
currence in this neighborhood, but the 
gospel is the one unfailing remedy for 
the broken hearts and wou.ded spirits of 
men. Extracts of letters are herewith 
appended for the convenience of the read- 
er. 

From the report of missionary Hag- 
GLuND of the West Side Branch: 

Testimonies have been given in the 
English, German and Scandinavian lan- 
guages that Jesus saves. We have seen a 
great improvement among the men of the 
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sea during this last year. We have a 

reat field of labor, extending from the 
Battery to West Thirty-fourth Street, to 
Hoboken and to Jersey City steamers, also 
to boarding houses, and a great deal of 
work on the street, to invite them to the 
mission. 

‘‘The kindness shown to me and my 
shipmates bas brought new light to me. 
I have been bad, but I am determined to 
change. Pray for me.” 

‘*f! attended the meeting on Tuesday 
evening and heard God’s Word preached 
and engaged in singing and prayer. Since 
that I am entirely changed. Life seems 
bright, and there is something to live for. 
Oh, that God may make me slso a helper 
to lead my shipmates away from the curs- 
ed drink and to Christ.” 

‘You remember the evening that I 
came to the mission. You spoke to me, 
and glory be to God, it was a happy day 
when we prayed togetber. Oh, how glo- 
rious to have Jesus in my loneliness. The 
cursing and swearing in the forecastle 
never touches me, Jesus keeps me in 
perfect peace.” 

“The men of this ship who have at- 
tended the services at your chapel often 
speak of the good they have received by 
the Word preached, also for the Bible, 
and the many kindnesses extended to the 
crew. I hope that the Lord will give me 
the grace to turn and live a Christian life 
and to lead others in the right way,” 

‘“‘Thanks for the books and papers, 
All will be wisely distributed among the 
crew. Pray earnestly for us that the men 
of the sea may be delivered from the de- 
mon of strong drink, by which not only 
they, but also we, who love Jesus, are 
dwarfed and hindered by its dreadfui 
curse.” 

‘When I said good-by to you on the 
S. 8. Cymeric, I had a consciousness that 
you and others would hold me up in the 
arms of your faith. Once, when on deck, 
I was so conscious of God’s presence that 
I had to go down to my berth and fall on 
my face in prayer, and oh, what a bless- 
ing came to my soul! Thank God.” 

“Tt is with delight that I am looking 
forward to coming to New York again, 
so that we can again join in the precious 
meetings and hear the glad sound of the 
gospel. Oh, that more of my shipmates 
would come to the meetings. Pray for 
them and me.” 

“*T will use my influence to induce my 
shipmates to attend the services at the 
Branch. It is a haven of love and kind- 
ness. I am now sailing in the good ship 
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Faith, with Christ at the helm. Thi 
came akout by attending at the Brancew 
and hearing God’s Word spoken. OP 
what a blessed change for me and mie 
loved ones!” 

“God bas mercifully preserved us ani 
our ship during several desperate engage 
ments with the Spanish forts, and now 
can experimentally testify that God is 
present help in time of treuble. Oh, 
was sensible of the presence of God, f 
in the midst cf flying shot and shell I was 
kept in great peace. Praise God.” 

‘* After one hundred and ninety day: 
on the trackless ocean we have reache 
port, for which at least two of our crew 
are heartily thankful to our Lord Jesu 
Christ for His mercy to us, not only dur: 
ing this voyage, but through all the jour! 
ney of life. How much we have talked 
the warm and kind reception which w: 
met with both at your home and the mis 
sion, through which means Mr. G. we 
induced to yield up to Jesus fully, so thai 
now he and 1 sing the hymns which ¥ 
love so much, and were so familiar to al 
at the Branch. We shall always remem 
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ful, but since I have given my heart to 
the Lord, and He has forgiven all my 
sins. In believing Christ I found rea 
. lam very glad that I have found 


Statistics (West Side Branch): 

Visits to vessels, 3,766, to boarding 
houses, saloons and hospitals, 468; total 
visits by seamen at reading room, 7,579; 
total attendance at gospel meetings, 5,759, 
at ship services, 1,141; religious meetings | 
held at Branch, 212, on shipboard, 443) 
letters written by seamen, 2,363, received, 
628; Bibles given away, 56, Testaments, 


NAVY YARD. 


The Rev. G. B. Cur.er writes on No- 
vember 1: 


The coming of a number of our ships-of- 
war to this yard has brought fresn op- 
portunities for Christian work. Our plan 
is to go on board each newly arrived ves- 
sel and post notices of our meetings (with 
the permission of the officer in charge) 


ept on ships that carry a chaplain, 
wre we would not intrude, but we 
‘ak with the chaplains of such ships 
cffer to provide good reading, Testa- 
jots, magazines, or singing books when 
ded, in the name of the AMERICAN SEA- 
[y’s FRIEND Society. During the past 
‘nth we turnished a large assortment 
wsuch reading to the cruiser New Or- 
8 the day before her sailing tor Ma- 
fa, and received the thanks of her ex- 
Mitive cfficer, Mr. Haut, in behalf of 
i) ship. We also placed a supply on the 
S. 8. Monongahela. Between the 
ives of secular reading we place leaflets 
a sort calculated to make the reader 
tink of the life*to come, and on the 
jaller government vessels, tugs, &c., as 
}ll as at the marine sentry posts, we 
ive the SEAMEN’s FRIEND. 

‘The meetings have been profitable, and 
ir increased acquaintance with the needs 
| sailors has lea us to present Christ with 
ided power. A number have asked our 
‘ayers who are far at sea today. We 
how that our labors are not in vain in 
e Lord. 


ee 
South Carolina. 
CHARLESTON. 


‘The Rev. P. A. Murray writes on No- 
amber 1; 
Bibles distributed, 10; hospital visits, 
jail, 3, foreign vessels, 44, coastwise 
el, 44; magazines, papers and tracts 
istributed, 1,396; attendance at reading 
90m, 263; attendance of seamen at seven 
2ligious services, 123, landsmen, 155, 
otal, 278; attendanee of seamen at three 
atertainments, 140, landsmen, 219, to- 
al, 859; letters written by seamen, 9, re- 
eived, 6; invitations given out, 666; 
2mperance pledges, 9; sailors that |have 
egistered in reading room, 75. 


a So 
Georgia. 
SAVANNAH. 


Mr. H. Iverson writes on October 24: 

Number of American ships in port since 
ast. statement, 153, all others, 54; reli- 
ious services held in charel, 35, average 
ttendance, including prayer meetings, 
8; temperance meetings, 3; visits to ves- 
els for religious purposes, 66, to hospi- 
als, 10. 

September was a very busy month; we 


AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 
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had a fieet of English tramp steamers 
here loading cotton, and our reading 
rooms wete crowded every night, some 
coming in and others going out from 6.30 
to 11 p.m. The correspondence room, 
which has six seats, is as a rule always 
full and some waiting for their turn. 

I have sometimes thought of keeping 
an account of visitors to reading rooms 
and letters written, but I have found 
that to keep a correct account would re- 
quire more time and attention than I with 
my helpers can give to it. 

Our meetings bave not been so well at- 
tended as they ought. 1 may safely say, 
and say it with sorrow, that not half of 
the seamen who make use of our reading 
rooms will attend the meetings in the 
chape). I have not closed the reading 
rooms during the meetings because I can 
only foree them out on the street but not 
into the chapel. 

Our dormitory season will close on No- 
vember 1. It bas been a very busy one. It 
takes up a great deal of my time and I am 
very glad that it’s over, so I can more 
fully devote my time and strength to the 
religious work. I am sorry that I could 
not attend the Convention in Boston, as 
I could not leave the work here just at 
this time of the year, but I am glad the 
Convention is being held and I invoke 
the blessing of God upon it. 


i i 
Louisiana. 
NEW ORLEANS, 


Mr. JAMES SHERRARD writes on Octo- 
ber 1: 


Number of American shipsin port since 
last statement, 118, all others, 214; reli- 
gious services held in chapel, 18, in hos- 
pital, 15; average attendance of seamen 
at religious services, 8, of others, 10; re- 
ligious visits to hospitals, 25, on ships, 
187, in boarding houses, 1; Bibles, Testa- 
pala and gospels distributed, 159, tracts, 

3 

[It was a great pleasure to'meet|Mr, 

SHERRARD at the Conference injBoston]. ' 


Saeae aan aan in. CoeeEaEEEREEE 
Washington, 
SEATTLE. 


The Rev. THos, REEs writes on Novem- 
ber 2: 
Thirty have risen for prayers the past 
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month; sixteen conversions, two of whom 
are sailors. There has just returned from 
Alaska one of our mission’s boys with 
two broken legs, a boy of many prayers. 
I have wondered we kept up our numbers 
so long with so many other things to 
draw people away, but the fact is we have 
good meetings right along and very fairly 
attended. I have been at Port Blakely 
once and found tea ships. 

Number of American ships in port since 
last statement, 18, all others, 2; religious 
services in mission, 86; average attend- 
ance of seamen at religious services, 8, of 
others, 50; religious visits to ships, 52, to 
boarding houses, sick rooms, &c., il, to 
hospitals, 8; Bibles distributed, 1, tracts, 
266. 


~~. +. 


The Planets for December, 
1899. 


Mercury will be visible at the end of 
the month, low in the south-east before 
sunrise. 


Venus will be a fine obj ct in the early 
evening in the south-west, getting slowly 
brighter and farther from the Sun. 


Mars will not be visible. 
JUPITER will not be well visible. 
SATURN will not be visible. 


There will be an Annular Eclipse of 
the Sun December 8, invisible in Ameri- 
ca; visible in the Antartic Ocean. 

There will be a Partial Eclipse of the 
Moon December 16, visible in America, 
This eclipse is almost total. Moon enters 
penumbra 5.33 p, m., ‘eastern standard 
time; Moon enters shadow 6.45; middle 
of eclipse 8.26; Moon leaves shadow 
10.07; Moon leaves penumbra 11.19. 


Princeton. ‘ Ape 
8 
Sailors’ Home, New York. 
190 CHERRY STREET. 


Reported by Capt. H. 0. Appleby, Lessee, for 
the month of 
OctToBER, 1899. 
Total arrivals........... Se enissieees seecccce 42 


THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE. 


x 
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_ Receipts for October, 1899. 


MAINE. 


Hampden, First Congregational Ch., : 
balance for a loan library .......6 36 


New HAMPSHIRE. 


Keene. a friend in the First Church.. 1¢ 


MAsSACHUSETTS. 


Springfield, First Church of Christ... 10£& 


Raove IsLanD. 
Providence, Central Congregational 
Church 


ee ee) Ore eeeeeee 


ConNECTICUT. 
Danbury, First Congregational Ch... 
Mount Carmel, Congregational Ch... 
New Britain, South Church Sunday 3 


School, for library....-...----.... 20. 
New London, First Church of Christ. 82 
Norwalk, in memoriam...-....++ Hee 10) 


Rockville, Union Congregational Ch. 6 
West Hartford, Sunday School of 4 
First Church of Christ, for libra- 


New YorE. 


Albany, The W.C. T. U. of New York 
State, for loan libraries, viz.: the 
Ulster County Union, for the High 
Falls and the Mary Towne Burt 
Libraries, and the Chautauqua 
County Union, for the Mrs. Esther 
MeNiel Library, received per Mrs. 


hint TOnney cas csesccenn Sopa 
Kinderhook, Reformed Church ..... 33 
Miller’s Place, Mount Sinai Congre- 
gational Church ........ AgSone . 1 
New York City; Mee A. sect ccslets 200 
John Dwight sce | isceccececceesee 10, 0 
Collections on board the steamers 

of the International Navigation 

Co.’s lines, received per H. G. 

Philips, cashier........-- Sccaddcsn Ot 4: 
Collegiate Reformed (Dutch) Ch .. 37 1 
Samuel D. Babcock.... ....e- ecccee 8620 OO 
Lords: Vaylorwscusecaseas cocccoes. 10RRm 
Deering, Milliken & Co,.........002 10 OG 
Wm. Alexander Smith........ ... 10 001 
Capt. Thomas Roy of the ship Nor- 

WOO. xaja\stacerinnerlauaeiseen Searcy 10 00) 
Charles OC. Beaman......... aosicvises 5 00) 
Capt. Geo. T. Watt, master of brig 

Atrato, for library work ........ 1 00) 
Capt. G. N. Perry of brig L. G. 

Crosby, for library work........ 1 00 

Poughkeepsie, Reformed Church, of ; 

which Henry L. Young, $50...... 64 72 

NeEw JERSEY. 
Newark, Second PresbyterianChurch 12 50 
District or COLUMBIA. 
Washington, Annie B. M. Craig, for 

library in memory of David W. 

and. Jane O. Mahon, with the text 

“The beloved of the Lord shall 

dwell in safety by Him’”’...... eee ©6220 00) 

WASHINGTON. 
Seattle, Seamen’s Mission of Seattle, 

received per Rev. Thos. Rees..... 28 15 
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SAILORS’ MAGAZINE 


AND 


SEAMEN?’S FRIEND, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER, 1899. 


“What seest thou, friend? Black leagues extend 
On all sides round about thy bark and thee ; 
Not one star-speck above the deck 
A bates the darkness of the midnight sea ; 
The waves throats roar” —‘‘I see the shore 
And eyes that plead with God for mine and me.” 
GEORGE BARLOW. 


ONE Me Ny 


—_____——@ + @ + @— ——_ —. 


NEW YORK: 
AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY, 
76 WALL STREET. 
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BROOKLYN, N. ¥., U.S. Navy Yard... Am. Sea. Friend Society...» 
193 9th Street, near 3rd Avenue... Dan. Ev. Luth. Sea. Mise’n. 
Erie. Basins... cce-ceccees. cocseoo-, Hpiscopal Miss. Society..s.. 
Scand., William St.. near Richard. Nor. Luth, Sea. Missioncee. 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa.. c. Front'‘& Union.. Eresbyterian.... cabceweaast 
N. W. cor. Front and Queen Sts.. Epis. Miss. Ass’n for Seamen 
Front Street, above Navy Yardes. Baptist... coocceccescvcccvce 
Washington Ave. ana iiird St...- Methodisiecc:cccceec: cooses 
: Port Missionary, 1420 Chestnut St. cecccccscccccncs ccce cooesces 
Raa ten yas Sts Seamen’s Un. Bethel Soc’y. 
No. 815 8. Broadway... cec-se0e- POrt MissiOnes..cosseee- Mr. 
\ NorFo.k. Va., Water St.,near Madison Norfolk 8éa. Fr’nd Soc y.. 
WILMINGTON, N. Ooce-enc coe. ooc.+ee- Wilmington Port Society..+ 
OsARUESTON, 8. C., 44 & 46 Market 8t.. Charleston Port Society,... 
©) SAVANNAH, GOvcesces) b00scbecues- cess, Amer. Sea. Friend Boc’ Yor 
PBNSACOLA, Fla.ccsccs-cacnsc! c-cscvces : West 3 
’ MoBILE, Ala., Church St., near Water  ‘* Be ds oy 
_ GALVESTON, Texas, 17th&Mechanic Sts Galveston Sea. Friend Soc? ¥ 
_ New CRLEANS La., Fulton & Jackson. Fresbyterian....co6- eccssss 
SAN FRANCISCO,’ O@l pacsecc-seocsooe-0s San Franciscu Port Society 
EORTEAND, Os sersa «sees Cveseoeebooooge Amer. Sea, Friend Soc’ Vous 


INFORMATION FOR SEAMEN. 
ee LIST OF MISSIONS. AIDED ‘BY THIS SOCIETY. iat. 


..British & American Sailors’ Inst., H. M. Share: 

"Antwerp Seamen’s Friend Society, Rev J. Adams, 

weaeees+ 2 Qenoa Harbor Mission, Rev. Donald Miller. 

a Naples Harbor Mission, Rev. T. Johnstone ake ie 
NDIA, Bombay..s....0..seeeees Sn ete ewes s Rest. F. Wood, da ante 


.Buenos Ayres Sailors’? Home, G. L. Chamberlain: 


f Rogario....... -Rosario Sailors’ Home & Mission, F. Ericsson. 
BJRUGUAY, Montevided....sscoesees--+++, Montevideo Harbor Mission, Rey. G. PB. Howard. 
WLADErRA, Funchal..... Ponca eecevess+eeMiss’n to Sailors & Sailors» Rest, Rey. W. G, Smaré. 


[AssacHusmTts, Gloucester..............Gloucester Fishermen’ Inst., Rev. E.C. @hariton: 
vesseoes WOMAN'S Sea. Friend ‘Soc’y of Connecticut, Rev. 


{John O, Bergh, , 
J. B. Merritt. Bah 


iYoRrTH CAROLINA, W ilmington........... Wilmington Port Society, Rev. A. D. McClure. 
..Charleston Port Society, Rev. P. A. Murray. 
Hot iporpotsomamarines Pensacola Port Seciety, Henry C. Cushman. 


Iverson. 
A. Mickle, 


. Gaiveston Port Society, Rev. J. F, Sarner, Chaplain 
LOUISIANA, New Orleans........+ ase ian New Orleans Port Society, James Sherrard. 


MOREGON, Portuuand...........0cee-eeeee ees Portland Seamen’s Friend Soc’y, Rev. A. Robinson. 
Stim ARLOLIGNc ss oc ve onc anes eee en Rev. J. MeCormac. 
7 Ww. ASHINGTON, PA COM A. <2 se: Siearenhee ne “Lacoma Seamen’s Friend Soc’y, Rev. R. 8. Stubbs. 


.Seattie Seamen’s Friend Society, Rev. Thos, Rees. 
a Port TOWNDSENG »... sserceee- Pt. Townsend Sea, Friend Society, C. L. Terry. 


Directory of Sailors’ Homes and Private Boarding Houses. 


Keepers. — 
James F. Slaughter, 
Capt. J. P. Hatch. | 


Phineas Stowe Sea. Home... Lad. Beth. Soc., $ N. Bennet St. George C. Smith. : 
James M. Battles, Supt. 


E. Williams, 


i Q. Appleby, Lessee. 


H. Smith. 
apis C, Ullenars, Supt. 
Capt. R. 8. Lippincott. 
Miss Elen Brown |. 
Thomas Hansen, Supt. 
Mr. ‘Christofferson. 
Capt. H. G. Cordes. 


Capt. Melvin Staples. 
Rev. A. Robinson, - 
Rey. J. O. Bergh, Supt, 


~ Missvonaries. 
Rev. b’. Southworth, 
“ A. §. Gilbert. 
** 8. 8. Nickerson. 
Mr.8. H. King. 


*s “Ww. ‘T. Crocker. 
* E.C, Charlton, 
* E. Williams. 

“* John O. Bergh. 
§*" Samuel Boult, 


Mr. John McCormack, 
Rev. A R. Mansfield, 
Stafford Wright. 


‘= W. A. A. Garainer, 
Isaac Maguire, 

© -V. K. Durchman: 
* G: B. Cutler. 

x. Andersen. 

‘ Isaac Maguire, 
“Jakob Bo, 

‘“ H.F. Lee. 

* Geo. S. Gassner. 


*c  W. Downey, 
* E,. N. Harris. 
“ G@. W. Heyde, 
K. §. Willis, Mr, Sy Oban: 
Rev. J. B. Merri 
“A.D, MeClure, : 
Capt. H. G. Cordes. 
Rey, H. Iverson. 
Mr. Henry C. Cushman, 
ev. R. A. Mickle, 
«J. F. Sarner. 
Mr. James Sherrard. 
Rev. J. Kowell. 
A. Robinson. 


“AMERICAN SEAMEN? s FRIEND sociE 
ere: 7 76 Wall Screet, New York. 


rs é : f } 
Is 5 Stes ORGANIZED, MAY, 1@eAROORPORATRD, APRIL, 1833. 


as og i oaae President. CHAS. A. STODDARD, D.D.. LL. D., Vice-Pre 
ssn W, C. STITT, D.D., Secretary. WILLIAM C. STURGES, Treasurer. 


BcarD oF TRUSTEES. 
CHAS. A; STODDARD, D.D., LL. D., A. @. VERMELYE, D.D., 
z 156 Fifth Avenue, ‘New York. Englewood, N. J. 4 
att aa WM. E. STIGHER, _ JEROME E, MORSE. U.S. N., ® 4 
SBE 155 Broadway, New York. 129 St. James Place, Brooklyn, N 
ree DANIEL BARNES, FREDERICK T. SHERMAN, 
i ”6 Wall Street, New York. 265 Henry Street, Brooklyn, N. We 
aya A. GIFFORD AGNEW, : JOHN DWIGHT 
a 23 West 39th Street, New York. 63 Wall Street. New York, 
e a W. HALL!) ROPES, ' SAMUBL ROWLAND, *, 
‘ 76 Wall Street, New York. | g 47 Water Street, "New York. 
- NORMAN FOX, D. D., > FREDERICK STURGES, 
Morristown, N. J. : 76 Wall Street, New York. 
JOHN E. LEECH, - GEORGE BELL, 
94 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. | - 68 South Street New York. 
EDWARD B. COE, D.D., LL.D. WILLIAM C. STURGES, 
42 West 52nd Street, New “York, 76 Wall Street, New York. 
1 ENOS N: TAFT DAVID GILLESPIE, 
y: 76 Wall Street, New York. a Morristown, N. J. 
ELBERT A. BRINCKERHOFF, EDGAR L. MARSTON, 


= : 109 Duane Street, New York. ; _ 33 Wall Street, New York. 
8 é CHARLES K. WALLACE, z 3 
ea “—~ 203 Produce Exchange, New York. 2 


OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY. 


ArticiE II, (of the Constitution. )—Tte object of this Society shall be to impro’ f 
“ social and moral condition of seamen, by uniting the efforts of the wise and good in # 
behalf ; by promoting in every port Boarding Houses of good character, Savings’ B 
Register offices, Libraries, Museums, Reading Rooms, and Schools ; and also the mi 
tions of the gospel, and other religious blessings, 


CHAPLAINS.—In addition to jts chaplat:. cies in th - United States, the Society has 
In JAPAN, Curun, 8. A., the Mapryra Ista vps, IonLAND, SWEDEN, Norway, DENMARE, 
MANY, Hon~iann, BreLcium, FRANon, [rai x, and Inpra, A list of the chaplains, w 
always be ready to befriend the sailor, is given on the preceding ‘page. 


Loan Lipraries.—An important part cf the Society’s work, and one greatly Btckes 
: God to the good of seamen, is that of ple.cing on board ships going to sea, libraries 
- p posed of carefully selected, instructive, eud entertaining books, put up in cases con’ 
between thirty-five and forty volumes e::ch, for the use of ships’ officers and crews. 
donor of each library is informed when aid where it goes, and to whom it is entrusted 
whatever of interest is heard from it, is communicated as far as possible. The whole n 
ber of new libraries sent out by the Societ up to April 1, 1899, was 10,586, Calculating. 
reshipments, their 570,053 volumes have been accessible to more than 407,336 men, E 
dreds of hopeful conversions at sea have been reported as traceable to this instrume 
tality. A large proportion of these libraries have been provided by special contrib 
from Sabbath-Schools, Twenty dollars furnishes a library. = : 


Tae SatLors’ Homn, No, 190 Cherry Street, New York, is the property of this Soci 
and is leased under careful, judicious restrictions. It, is unsurpassed in comfort by 
Sailors’ Home in the world; its moral and religious influences cannot be fully estima’ 
but many seamen have there been led tc Christ. Destitute, shipwrecked seamen are 
vided for at the Homm, A missionary of the Society resides in the Home, and. religig 
temperance meetings are held every week. : 


A list of the Society’s periodicals will be found on the second ‘Pee? of the cover of. 
MAGAZINE. 


